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Gilbert Music Matters 
Gilbert Advocates for Music Education 

 
 

 
Seeking a Balanced Approach 

To Elementary Music Scheduling 
 
 

Preserving the Strength of Music Education in Gilbert by 
Preserving the Elementary Instrumental Programs 

 

 
 

Gilbert at a Crossroads: 
A Race to Excellence? 
A Race to Average? 

Or, a Race to the Bottom? 
 
 

“Gilbert Music Matters”, also know as Gilbert Advocates for Music Education, represents the voice of 
hundreds of parents and students throughout the Gilbert School District. Our goal is to advocate for the 

continued support of music in our district and work collaboratively with the Governing Board and 
Administration in balancing that advocacy with the rest of the needs of the district. 

 
www.GilbertMusicMatters.com 
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Introduction: Questions For Consideration 
 
For some time, the Gilbert Elementary Schools have noted significant challenges with the existing six-day 
block schedule such as increasing curriculum mandates, excessive and inefficient study hall, the need for 
clarity and consistency, and so forth. To address these challenges, the district Administration has 
experimented with a five-day block schedule pilot program in a small number of schools. The governing 
board is now considering transitioning the entire district to the new five-day program. A critical and 
unfortunate impact of the program that was introduced to the board on January 26, 2010 is that 
instructional time for elementary band and strings would be reduced by as much as 38%, putting 
Gilbert below most districts in the region. This document seeks to address the following questions and 
concerns regarding the new program: 
 

• Historically, what level of commitment has Gilbert had toward music education? Does this new 
program represent a landmark reduction and philosophical change to that commitment? If so, does 
that truly represent the desires of parents and students in the district? 

• Do we have, as some believe, an excessive, unbalanced, or inappropriately high emphasis on 
music education in Gilbert? 

• Why is music the only subject to be dramatically reduced in the proposed new schedule? Is that a 
reflection of how music will be treated if/when we face difficult budget challenges in the future? 

• What is the impact of this change not just to the elementary music programs, but Junior High and 
High School music programs? 

• How do our music programs compare to other districts both in terms of instructional time and 
achievement? 

• What are the stated goals of the new five-day program? 
o How can we support the district in achieving those goals? 
o How effectively does the new program achieve those goals? 
o Can those goals be achieved with a six-day block? 
o If not with a six-day block, can those goals be achieved with an alternate five-day block 

that does not negatively impact the band and strings program? 
• In the existing schedule, what are the educational and practical reasons that band and strings are 

allotted more time? Does this difference represent an over-emphasis on the music programs or is it 
appropriate based on objective factors such as the relatively high number of students in a music 
class, the complexity of music skills instruction, and established standards. 

• What benefits does music education provide in terms of academic performance, test scores, multi-
disciplinary skills development, and other non-musical results? Why should music education 
matter to the overall educational experience in Gilbert? 

• Ultimately, what is the primary purpose of instrumental music education in the elementary 
schools? Is there a balanced way to achieve the scheduling needs of the district while not 
undermining that primary purpose? 
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Position Statement 
 
We support the Gilbert Unified School District’s desire to find a way to solve scheduling challenges, 
but not at the expense of dramatic or disproportionate cuts to the music programs. We believe that a 
solution exists to meet the needs of the teachers and students while preserving the level of quality music 
instruction time. 
 
We do not advocate that music is more important than math, reading, science, PE, art, library, or any other 
subject. We seek a balanced and full educational experience for our students. We recognize the ongoing 
needs and challenges facing teachers of other subjects and support their efforts to achieve an optimal 
teaching environment. However, we also view music as being core and central to the educational 
experience and seek to prevent music from being minimized or treated as a peripheral part of the 
curriculum. We believe the current allocation of instructional time is balanced and appropriate and that a 
reduction would represent a minimization or marginalization of music. 
 
Elementary School is the unique time in a student’s life where they can have more than just superficial 
exposure to music. Regardless of whether they continue with music past elementary school, this is a time 
where the many life-benefits of music are instilled, an experience that should not be undermined. For 
those that do continue, elementary school serves as the foundation for later programs. Junior and Senior 
High School music programs cannot be strong without a strong elementary program. We have sadly 
observed in neighboring districts such as Mesa and Paradise Valley, reductions to the elementary music 
programs unquestionably cause negative impacts to the Junior High and High School programs.  
 
Furthermore, the elementary band and strings program play and important role in the academic success of 
students in terms of measurably better test scores and academic achievement as documented in numerous 
national studies. Music is not merely peripheral to education of young people, it is core. Cutting the 
elementary instrumental music program by as much as 38% would be a disservice to student’s educational 
experience and a detriment to the entire Gilbert music program all the way through High School. 
 
We see this decision as being about much more than just elementary school scheduling. We see this as 
Gilbert at the crossroads, facing a landmark and far reaching philosophical decision regarding its 
core commitment to the role of music in education. 
 
It has been suggested that Gilbert’s elementary band and strings programs have proportionally much more 
emphasis than other special subjects and neighboring district programs. Therefore, the suggestion is that 
the proposed reductions do not represent cuts. Rather, they represent a “scaling back into proportion”. We 
fundamentally and strongly disagree with this perspective. First of all, the high student/teacher ratio 
and complexity of skills in an elementary music program merits the amount of instructional time the 
Gilbert District has supported for the past three decades. Second, according to our research, in comparison 
to neighboring districts, we do not allot a disproportionately higher amount of time to elementary music 
instruction. The proposed change would reduce the Gilbert programs to levels well below many 
neighboring districts. Gilbert’s tradition of excellence does not include using less than excellent 
performance by others to justify a reduction in our own goals, vision, and standards. We are not in a race 
to average! Why reduce to average when there is no truly compelling reason to do so? In fact, a 38% cut 
would put us well below average! 
 
We have extensively evaluated schools and programs across our district as well as other districts and 
programs in our region. We have seen the high price other districts have paid for scaling back and 
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the difficulty required to rebuild. The Gilbert District is widely recognized as a leading music program 
in Arizona. This was not always the case. This is an achievement that has required many decades of 
commitment to excellence and hard work. The proposed 38% reduction to the elementary program will 
negatively impact all of that. Unless the most extreme circumstances are demanding a retreat from this 
high level of accomplishment, we are not willing to witness the undoing of decades of progress. 
 
We appeal to the Governing Board, Administration, parents and students in Gilbert to consider the 
following: 
 

1. Preserve the philosophical level of commitment to music education in Gilbert we have 
worked to build over several decades. Do not be satisfied with the notion that we have 
achieved too much and should scale back to below average. 

2. If you do believe that music education is over-emphasized in Gilbert and needs reduction, 
please say so openly and independently from your views on scheduling. If this is merely a 
scheduling issue and reduction to music is not a desired outcome, we can solve it as a 
scheduling issue. However, if this is an issue of curricular priority and balance, then it is 
much more than a scheduling issue and needs to be solved openly as such. 

3. The scheduling goals sought by the district matter and should be achieved. Let us all take 
whatever time is necessary to find the scheduling solution that achieves those goals without 
disproportionately impacting band and strings. 
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Neighboring District Comparisons 
 
It would appear that a primary justification for reducing music in Gilbert is that because we allocate so 
much more time to elementary band and strings than neighboring districts, reductions would not be cuts, 
but adjustments to par. First of all why reduce to par (i.e. middle or average) if you don’t have to. In 
Gilbert, we seek to excel, not to be merely average. Second, the analysis of neighboring districts below 
clearly demonstrates that in terms of actual instructional time, the current allotment is not 
disproportionately above par. Alarmingly, the proposed 38% reduction would reduce Gilbert to a level 
below par. Not only are we contemplating a race to average, we are contemplating a race to the 
bottom! 
 
 
 
 

See Comparison Chart on Next Page
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5th & 6th Grade Music Comparison- Neighboring School Districts

School District Start Grade Class Type Specials on 1/2 days?    Frequency         x  Class Length = Instructional minutes/year   Frequency         x  Class Length = Instructional minutes/year   Frequency         x  Class Length = Instructional minutes/year
Queen Creek 5th full yes 2/5 school days 30 minutes 2880: 5th and 6th

Mesa 4th Orch, 5th Band classroom pull-out yes 3/5 school days 30 minutes 3240: 5th and 6th

Gilbert (Current) 5th homogenous & full no 4/6 school days 35 minutes 3850: 5th and 6th

Chandler 5th homogenous & full yes 4/6 school days 35 minutes 4200: 5th and 6th

Higley 6th homogenous & full yes 3/5 school days 50 minutes 1080-4860: 5th**
5976: 6th

Kyrene 6th full yes 5/10 days 68 minutes 1080: 5th
5976: 6th

Scottsdale 4th (Band & Orch) homogenous & full yes 3/5 days 5th grade
5/5 days 6th Grade

35 minutes
50 minutes

3780: 5th
9000: 6th

Tempe 5th full yes 3/5 days 5th grade
5/5 days 6th grade

30 minutes
49 minutes

3240: 5th
8820: 6th

Gilbert (Proposed) 5th by classroom no 2/5 days (Wed, Fri) 40 minutes 2400: 5th and 6th
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District Comparison Chart Definitions and Notes 
 

• How was the information collected? As a concerned parent, I started making calls (choosing an 
elementary school in each school district at random) and asking questions. I wanted to know 
where we currently stand and where this new program will position us. 

• *6th grade middle school: in school districts where 6th grade is a part of the middle school, band 
and orchestra are typically delayed until the change in school. General music opportunities 
continue through the 5th grade. 

• **Higley School District: is an exception. They offer before/after school band for students in the 
5th grade, but it is not an official district sponsored activity. Teachers are not paid for it, but are 
sometimes able to receive 301 credit for their time and service. The school I contacted in Higley 
holds band 3 times per week for 45 minutes. 

• Before/After School Programs: Are they a viable option? No, for several reasons. First, 
participation numbers would go way, WAY down. Will our Highland High School Orchestra be 
playing at Carnegie Hall in 5 years with only 25 students? No. Second, before school programs 
work in small school districts or as exceptions to the rule. In our district, each band/ orchestra 
teacher teaches at 3 (sometimes 4) schools per day. He cannot be in multiple places at one time. 
Finally, to consider moving to a plan wherein we expect teachers to volunteer more of their time 
as part of a job requirement is just wrong. We will lose our great teachers to competing school 
districts. 

• General Music: In districts where General Music is offered concurrently with instrumental music, 
that time was calculated into the chart as well. It is, after all, music instruction time. Mesa is one 
example of this: all students attend General Music one time per week. Band/Orchestra students 
attend instrumental music class two times per week. What we are seeking to show in this chart are 
opportunities for music instruction. As in Gilbert, some students will choose to embrace the 
opportunity to have more, others will not. 

• Class Type: This is a very important consideration. Students learn best in homogenous groups 
(like instruments together) but the opportunity to participate as a full band/orchestra together is 
very important as well. For example, each instrument has unique technical demands which 
requires specialized instruction. All like-instruments should attend together so they can receive 
instrument specific instruction. In addition, students cannot be peer models and collaborate 
effectively when playing different instruments. Pull-out programs and “by classroom” groupings 
are the least effective way to learn. 

• Frequency: Frequency in music (like exercise) is key. Music teachers are teaching skills while 
training the muscles necessary to play an instrument. 

• Class Length: The large variation of class lengths is primarily due to the elementary school vs. 
middle school scenario for 6th graders. It is important to note, however, that the difference in the 
opportunity for learning is significant.  

 
Scheduling Approaches: 
 

• Homogenous: Children who play the same instrument or type of instrument come to class 
together, but separately from the whole group. For example, woodwinds only, strings only, or 
brass only. This is important for enabling more focused instruction on instrument specific skills. 

• Pull Out: children are "pulled-out" of an existing class to attend band or strings. This is what we 
do now, pull out to homogenous groups. Mesa pulls-out to full band only. 
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• Full: Everyone. Combined with homogenous, this is where the final result of full band rehearsal 
and performance comes together. Implemented as the sole teaching method, especially in large 
ensembles of seventy children or more, full rehearsals are exceptionally difficult environments in 
which to teach and learn. 

• By Classroom: Children attend as a classroom without respect to whole group, or instrument. 
This is by far the least effective option since students do not get the benefit of focused like 
instrument instruction or full ensemble rehearsal. 
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Letter from Larry Mabbit regarding mistakes in the Mesa District 
 
The question is, “What do we gain by cutting back on the instructional time allocated to music in our 
elementary program?” 
 
The answer, “Nothing.” Looking at Mesa as a model is the worst idea you could possibly have.  
 
In 1979 when I came to Mesa as Director of Music Education, Mesa’s music program enjoyed nation-
wide reputation for excellence. Our students dominated the high school All-State band, orchestra, and 
chorus. People from every corner of the country hoped they might have a chance to come to the Mesa 
schools to teach so I had the absolute “pick of the litter.”   
 
At my request, Mesa’s research and development division did a study of our 6th grade music students to 
see how they fared on the district’s standardized tests. Believe it or not, the results showed that the music 
students scored a minimum of one full grade level above their peers. Some were higher.  
 
None the less, Mesa went on to redesign the program which has led to the following outcomes: 
1. Fewer students are participating in the elementary program. 
2. As a result of #1, fewer students are participating in the junior high program. 
3. As a result of #1 and #2, fewer students are participating in the high school program. 
4. Mesa no longer dominates the All-State festival. 
5. Top notch teachers no longer seek employment in Mesa as their first choice. 
 
The term “a well rounded education” has lost its meaning in Mesa. Students who have musical talents are 
being squeezed out of participation, even though it was shown that they could excel academically and 
musically. This is, in my opinion, a huge tragedy. 
 
 
Music study fosters skills that serve students for a lifetime. They learn to set goals, they learn to 
concentrate, and they learn to practice repetition until mastery of a skill is attained. In addition, there are 
myriad social skills that come into play, like team work, accepting differences in each other, appreciation 
of music from various cultures. What responsible parent or educator would willing give all that up? 
 
I implore you to look long and deep into the research which shows how music boosts academic success 
and rather than cut back, invest in the long range benefits of the study of music.  
 
Larry Mabbitt 
Director of Music, Retired 
Mesa Public Schools 
 
Following is a graphical analysis of elementary band and strings programs in neighboring districts:
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Results and Success of Gilbert Music 
 
Numbers and hours are only part of the success story for music education in Gilbert. While the 
elementary schedule we’ve been using for the past thirty years is roughly comparable to 
neighboring districts, the results are far beyond comparable. 
 
There is much more to Gilbert’s district wide success in music than our elementary schedule. But, the 
success of the elementary programs is the foundation upon which we have built state-wide and 
nationally recognized programs in our Junior and Senior High School Programs. Undermining the 
elementary programs would be a major step toward dismantling in the future the amazing kinds of 
achievements our students have accomplished in the past. 
 

This is just a partial, abbreviated list. A more detail summary is provided later on. 
 

• Leading Regional and Allstate Representation 
• Arizona Music Educators Conference Performances 
• Mesquite High School 

o “These 60 kids have gone through Gilbert schools. The elementary strings teachers start 
them out, then they go on to junior high. The kids get to do great things if they continue 
through the music programs here. If GPS didn't promote this fantastic music education 
program, there'd be no way we'd be going to Carnegie.” -Amber Dudley in GoGilbert 
Magazine, February 2010, Page 24-25 

• Highland High School 
o Highland Marching Band 

 Fiesta Bowl, Rose Bowl and Macy Day's Parade 
 Fall 2006: The marching band was undefeated in AZ and won in CA. 
 Spring 2007: The Wind Ensemble received a Superior w distinction and 

Symphonic Band received a Superior at the ABODA Concert band Festival.  The 
Jazz Band received a Superior at the Flagstaff Jazz festival (which is the highest 
score they could receive). 

 Fall 2007: The Marching Band ranked in the top 10 at a BOA regional held in 
Flagstaff. 

 Spring 2008: The Wind Ensemble received a Superior w distinction and 
Symphonic Band received a Superior at the ABODA Concert band Festival.  The 
Jazz Band received a Superior at the Flagstaff Jazz festival (which is the highest 
score they could receive).  Later in the spring, the Wind Ensemble received 1st 
place at a Heritage festival held in San Diego (Top Division) and the Symphonic 
Band received 3rd place at the same festival (Top Division). 

 Fall 2008: The Marching Band ranked within the top 3 in every competition it was 
in.   

 Spring 2009: The Wind Ensemble received a Superior w distinction and 
Symphonic Band received a Superior at the ABODA Concert band Festival.  The 
Wind Ensemble received top marks at a SCSBOA spring festival.  The Wind 
Ensemble also received a Superior w/ Distinction at the ABODA state festival. 

 Fall 2009: The Marching band went undefeated in Arizona and won the first State 
Marching Championship. 
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 Spring 2010: The Wind Ensemble Performed at AMEA convention. 
o Highland High Orchestra 

 Nationally recognized as a leading high school orchestra 
 Midwest and other festival achievements 
 Carnegie Hall 

o Highland Jazz Program 
 March 26-27, 2010, Highland will host one of the largest education based jazz 

festivals ever seen in Arizona this March 26th and 27th.  The festival is attracting 
National attention. 

o Highland Choir 
 Extensive awards 
 Carnegie Hall 

• Gilbert High School Band Program 
o Inaugural Parade for President Bush in the year 2001, Washington DC. This is one of the 

most elite honors a band can receive in the country. 
o Competed at Bands of America grand nationals 2001 
o Bands of America (BOA) regional finalists 4 times 
o 2007 Second Place at the BOA regional at NAU. That year Gilbert Band was #1 of all 

Arizona bands competing. 
o Two time Hatler Cup recipient 
o 2009 third place to Highland by 6 tenths of a point. 
o 2006 Marched in the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in Dublin Ireland 
o Multiple appearances at Rose parade and Fiesta Bowl 
o Parade of Roses in Oregon in 1996 
o The wind ensemble has received multiple superior with distinction ratings, the highest 

rating possible in state competition. 
o The drumline achieved world status in 2004. Drumline won the SPR award 3 times was a 

pioneer in the activity. 
o Leading winterguard team in the state. Currently the only high school in AZ to achieve the 

open class level. 
o Marching Band played on stage with the band ‘tool’ in front of twenty thousand people. 
o Leading jazz band program. 

• Highland Junior High 8th Grade Orchestra  
o Superior rating - ABODA Fall Orchestra Festival (11 out of 12 years, since the school 

opened)  
o Superior Rating - Grand Canyon Junior High Orchestra Festival at NAU (11 out of 12 

years, since the school opened)  
o Performed at the AMEA Honor Concert during State Conference - 2000, 2003, 2007 

• South Valley Junior High 
o ABODA festivals for 05-09 receiving 3 superiors and 2 excellent 
o Grand Canyon Jr. High Festivals from 05-09 with 4 superiors and 1 excellent. 
o South Valley Orchestra, has 4 students who have boundary exemptions- 3 from Queen 

Creek and 1 from San Tan 
o 2-Superior with Distinction 2006, 2009 
o 2 Excellent, 2007, 2008  
o Premiered a new Composition for 8th Grade Concert Band 2008 ( Caprice by Julian 

Peterson) 
o Able to "rally the community" for the "Concert in the Park" Tax credit fundraiser.  



 
Gilbert Music Matters – Elementary Instrumental Music – February 2010 – Page 13 of 69 

o Accompaniment for Drama Skit that was Character Counts related (Jazz Band), Live 
performance 

• Towne Meadows 6th Grade Band 
o Performed at the AMEA Honor Concert at In-Service Conference in January 2007 

• Settler’s Point Elementary 
o 2006 Gilbert Education Foundation grant for Dr. Max Plank of Eastern Michigan 

University to come and conduct a clinic for 6th Grade Band and other band/strings 
teachers. 

 
This is merely a partial list of achievements across the district and across years of tradition. All of this is 
built on the foundation of commitment to a strong elementary program. 
 
Mr. Jason Martin is the principal at Highland Park elementary, one of the schools that participated in the 
pilot program. We commend him and his colleagues for the extensive effort they have invested toward 
working out the many complicated scheduling factors. This has been a huge task and we support the 
continued effort to achieve the goals of the pilot program. However, he also stated that "if the Gilbert 
Unified School District expands the alternative schedule to all elementary schools, the band 
program will not be the "premiere" program it is now. I think it will be a good intro program to 
band and strings. And I think you as a board have to decide philosophically what is it you want to 
weigh." How can we so easily consider walking away from so much accomplishment? Are we okay just 
introducing this core subject or do we want to seriously dig and teach? Gilbert has some of the finest 
music educators in the profession teaching in our elementary schools. Should we limit what these teachers 
can do for our students? How can feel okay about calling average acceptable when there is no extreme or 
compelling reason to do scale back? Quite simply, we must work harder to preserve our rich tradition of 
premiere excellence. 
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Justification for Current Music Time Allotment 
 
Music is the most multi-disciplinary subject. Why does music education enable students to achieve higher 
test scores and academic achievement? Skills such as math, science, and reading do not become fully 
engrained into a student’s “whole person” until they are able to be applied and made relevant to other 
subjects and contexts. Addition doesn’t become interesting or relevant until a student is required to apply 
it outside the world of math. Music simultaneously and aggressively exercises all facets of thinking and 
all disciplines of learning: 
 

• Left Brain Skills: math, division, time, proportion, following instructions, physics, analysis, etc. 
• Right Brain Skills: expression, creativity, spatial thinking, abstract thinking, metaphor, social 

organization and roles, leadership, team building, team achievement, patience, behavior, etc. 
 
Benjamin Bloom and a group of leading educational psychologists underscore the need for learning in 
multiple Learning Domains: 
 

• Cognitive: mental skills (Knowledge) 
o Knowledge and the development of intellectual skills. 

• Affective: growth in feelings or emotional areas (Attitude) 
o Includes the manner in which we deal with things emotionally, such as feelings, values, 

appreciation, enthusiasms, motivations, and attitudes 
• Psychomotor: manual or physical skills (Skills) 

o Includes physical movement, coordination, and use of the motor-skill areas. 
 
Of all subject areas, music instruction is the one that most comprehensively enables students learn in all 
three domains and cross pollinate thought, ideas, creativity, problem solving, and other skills in parallel 
across all three. This makes music a critical and unique tool for purely academic and developmental 
goals. It also demonstrates the level of complexity involved with music instruction and the 
justification for ensuring adequate instructional time. 
 
Howard Gardner speaks of this “multi-disciplinary” idea in terms of people having “multiple 
intelligences”. Figuring out how to “synthesize” or make all of these “intelligences” or “domains of 
thinking” interact with each other is the key to higher learning and accomplishment: 
 

“I want my children to understand the world, but not just because the world is fascinating and the 
human mind is curious. I want them to understand it so that they will be positioned to make it a 
better place. Knowledge is not the same as morality, but we need to understand if we are to avoid 
past mistakes and move in productive directions. An important part of that understanding is 
knowing who we are and what we can do... Ultimately, we must synthesize our understandings for 
ourselves. The performance of understanding that try matters are the ones we carry out as human 
beings in an imperfect world which we can affect for good or for ill. (Howard Gardner 1999: 180-
181)” 
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Why does music require the amount of instructional time that it does? Teaching students to apply that 
many skills in parallel is challenging and time consuming. It takes extensive modeling and repetition. 
Furthermore, as students refine the ability to think and function in so many dimensions, their ability to 
perform, adapt, relate, and apply in other subject areas increases. Some would say that music students 
perform well academically because only “smart” students pursue music. That would seem unfairly 
derogatory toward “non-music” students and elitist. Surely the truth is the inverse: Music makes students 
smarter! 
 
To be effectively taught, music needs as much instructional time and repetition as possible. The skills 
needed for playing an instrument not only involve motor skills, they involve breathing techniques and 
math skills. Band and strings students are learning how to pick up their instrument, put it together, hold it, 
and play it. They are learning the concepts of how to read music. They are learning music theory, rhythm, 
dynamics, and gaining confidence to play their instrument in front of other people. They are learning a 
complex new language of musical terms and instructions. The thought process of learning to read music 
incorporates math and reading skills. Music not only requires more instructional time, it applies the 
concepts to learning in the classroom environment. 
 

• Playing an instrument is a complicated skill 
• It requires extensive individualized instruction, frequent instruction, and skill repetition. 
• It requires muscle memory from increased and frequent instruction time 
• It challenges students to simultaneously use both the right and left side of the brain 
• Is a core curriculum under No Child Left Behind 
• It requires an equal time commitment out of the classroom 
• It fosters team building 
• It shapes brain development 
• Its one of the few areas that ELL children can participate despite the language barrier. 
• It has numerous therapeutic benefits to special education students, especially those with autism. 
• It is an active learning environment, one in which students with ADHD can excel. 
• The exposure to music and its appreciation is something a child will carry with him the rest of his 

life 
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Music Serve a Broader Role 
 
We don’t teach music only to train the next Bach, Beethoven, or Stravinsky. We teach music to nurture 
more compassionate, collaborative, creative, and inspiring future leaders, builders, inventors, engineers, 
lawyers, judges, law makers, teachers (of course) and all the rest of the fabric that makes a strong and 
enduring society. To reduce the quality of the musical education in the Gilbert School District does great 
detriment not only to the overall quality of education we deliver, but to the quality of life for the coming 
generations. The greatness of nations and communities is built in part on the greatness and dignity of its 
art, music, culture, and general creative spirit. In a world where arts and culture is not just declining, but 
becoming more negative and degrading, school music programs are the only access many young people 
have to the art forms that can and should elevate and inspire them, and enable them to perpetuate the 
greatness older generations have been blessed to know. To me, that is a stewardship for which we should 
all be accountable. We in Gilbert must now decide how we shall account for that stewardship. We 
say: Preserve what is great among us! We cannot do that unless we allocate the amount of time necessary. 
 
“The challenge to American education has never been simply to raise test scores — that is a relatively 
recent and limited goal. The challenge has always been to raise citizens who are capable of active 
participation in the social, cultural, political and economic life of the world’s longest experiment in 
democracy, an experiment demanding a free, educated and committed citizenry. We are amazed to 
discover anew the role of the arts in realizing that vision and creating that democracy.” 
Source: Lauren M. Stevenson and Richard J. Deasy, 
Third Space: When Learning Matters, Arts Education Partnership, 2005 
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Scheduling Alternatives 
 
The existing six-day block schedule has clear challenges. We support the district in solving these 
problems but hope to do so with a balanced solution that does not disproportionately impact music. We 
propose and prefer a modified six-day block that has been adjusted to address the district’s concerns. We 
also have a modified five-day block that minimizes the impact on music but still addresses the district’s 
goals. 
 
Our proposals do not have the benefit of collaboration with other stakeholders such as classroom teachers, 
principals, PE teachers, art teachers, librarians, general music teachers, scheduling staff, etc. In order 
better understand the needs of all stakeholders and to create the most balanced schedule possible, 
we request a working meeting or series of meetings with the stakeholder group. 
 
District issues to be addressed: 
 

• STUDY HALL: The existing schedule does not maximize instructional time. When special 
classes such as band and strings pull out, the remaining students are in a study hall period where 
the classroom teacher cannot teach new material. While to some degree, this can be helpful for 
remedial teaching or one on one instruction, excessive study hall periods amount to a significant 
inefficiency to classroom instructional time. 

• COMMON PREP TIME: The new schedules should allow grade level teachers to share common 
prep time for curriculum coordination, collaboration, discussion of issues and students, etc. In 
addition, there is a goal to increase prep time for classroom teachers by ten minutes per day. 

• CONSISTENCY: Teachers would like to see subjects such as math occur at regular times during 
the day and for special pull-outs to occur on the same day(s) each week. The existing schedule can 
be difficult to organize and difficult to follow. As a note, we’ve discovered that the proposed 
schedule introduced a new set of complexity in organizing. 

• ACADEMIC CHUNKING: Teachers are required to teach certain subjects (such as reading) for 
a longer periods of time without interruption. 

• CLARITY: For example, it would help if it were easier for students to know what day to bring PE 
shoes or instruments. Having PE on the same day every week helps with this. 

• CURRICULUM: Classroom teachers are seeking additional time in order to teach science and 
social studies every day. 

• MANDATES: No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top have added a layer of complexity to the 
scheduling mix making grade level schedules a challenge. 

 
In our research of the proposed five-day block, it appears that not all of these issues are fully addressed. 
Further analysis and district wide commentary needs to be included find the alternative that most 
effectively meets all the needs. We have wondered why some schools are able to schedule the existing 
six-day block effectively, while others cannot. How widespread is the scheduling dilemma across the 
district? Is making a cookie cutter approach that works at a few schools the solution for all schools within 
the district? If implemented, what will your child’s school day look like? Will it be better than what we 
currently have? These are all unknowns. If we can work stakeholders, we can clarify and address all of 
these issues. 
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Downsides to the Proposed Schedule 
 

• A cookie cutter approach to scheduling across the district may not be achievable. The same 
reasons that a six day schedule didn’t work may also drive the failure of a five day schedule.  

• The same children who forget their PE shoes on a six day schedule may also forget them on a five 
day schedule.  

• Significant reductions in the number of annual meets for PE, General Music, and Band/Strings.  
• Students lose reinforcement of muscle memory skills due to specials meeting only once a week.  
• Increase in Library meets places administrative burden on Librarian.  
• Children lose flexibility to check out library books on a daily basis.  
• FDK scheduling is not achievable at all schools under the proposed schedule.  
• Losing Zero Day creates an inequity in how often a child attends a special compared to his peers.  
• Band and Strings cuts are significant compared to cuts in other specials.  
• Band and Strings sectionals go away and the child loses the opportunity for learning through peer 

modeling and one on one or small group instruction by instrument type. 
 
The alternative six-day and five-day schedules are presented below in order to facilitate further discussion 
toward and schedule that most effectively meets the goals of the district while preserving elementary band 
and strings. Through collaboration with the stakeholders group, weaknesses in our proposals can be vetted 
out and strengths can be utilized. 



• This schedule assumes that Band and Orchestra are divided into two equally sized groups with like instruments. Not necessarily woodwinds/brass- but 
keeping all like instruments together. Ie. “Band 1” could include Flutes, Tubas and percussion, but it would include all of the flutes, tubas, and perc.

On average, 80% of all 5th graders participate in Band or Orchestra. Of 100 5th grade students, assume 80 in Band/Orchestra (B/O)
! Teacher A: 25 students
! Teacher B: 25 students
! Teacher C: 25 students
! Teacher D: 25 students

M 1 T 2 W 3 Th 4 F 5 M 6

Band 1 (20) Band 2 (20) Full (40) Band 1 (20) Band 2 (20) Full (40)

Orch 1 (20) Orch 2 (20) Full (40) Orch 1 (20) Orch 2 (20) Full (40)

Gen (20) Gen (20)

Art AB (30) Art CD (30) Art CD (20) 
Brass/H St only

Art AB (20) 
WW/Low St only

Lib CD (30) Lib AB (30) Lib AB (20) 
Brass/H St only

Lib CD (20) 
WW/Low St only

Team Prep Team Prep Team Prep study hall (20) study hall (20) Team Prep

Day 1a: 
40 in B/O, 30 in Art, 30 in Library 
Teachers A & B send non-B/O to Art
Teachers C & D send non-B/o to Library

Day 2a: 
40 in B/O, 30 in Art, 30 in Library 
Teachers A & B send non-B/O to Library
Teachers C & D send non-B/O to Art

Day 3a: 
80 in Band/Orch, 20 in General Music 

Day 4a: 
40 in B/O, 20 in Art, 20 in Lib, 20 study hall
• Teachers A & B send Brass & High 

String students to Library
• Teachers C & D send Brass & High 

String students to Library
• 20 students left for study hall

Day 5a: 
40 in B/O, 20 in Art, 20 in Lib, 20 study hall
• Teachers A & B send WW and Low 

strings to Art
• Teachers C & D send WW and Low 

String students to Library
• 20 students left for study hall

Day 6a: 
80 in Band/Orch, 20 in General Music 
5th Grade TEAM PREP

Sample: New 6 day Block Schedule, 5th Grade



Sample Schedule Teacher A:

8:28 a.m. – First bell
8:38 a.m. – Tardy bell
8:38-8:50 - Announcements, attendance, etc.
8:50-10:00 – Math
10:00-10:40 – Science
10:40-11:20 – Social  Studies
11:20-12:00 – Block (Band, Strings, General Music, Art, Library)
12:05-12:45 – Lunch
12:50-1:50 – Reading
1:50-2:50 – Language
2:50-3:05 – "Pride" reward time
3:05-3:25 – quiet work 
3:25 p.m. – Dismissal

PE scheduled as a “special” 2/6 days.

Art AB, Art CD, Lib AB, Lib CD
In becoming part of the block, Art and Library teachers would no longer see their students as homeroom classes. All the children 
from 2 classes (teacher A and B, for example) not participating in Band/Orch on a given day would attend Library together. The 
next day, when the second group of Band/Orch students goes, Library would see the students from classes C and D. Days 4 and 
5 of the rotation work the same, but the general music students who already attended both Art and Library on those days would 
have “study hall.”

Pros:
• 4 Team Preps/6 Day cycle
• Band/Orchestra time stays the same
• 4 days (of 6 per teacher) with all students gone during block
• Band, Orch, Art, Library all occur during the same time slot 

each day allowing for fewer interruptions to the school day.
• Retention of physical education time and frequency
• Retention of daily library open check-out time 

Cons: 
• 2 days of “study hall” time for some students
• Teachers still must conquer confusing 6 day schedule 
• Art is now meeting for a shorter time, every six days. If 
• PE would continue to meet as it does now, as a special 

outside of the block, 2/6 days.



• This schedule assumes that Band and Orchestra are divided into two equally sized groups with like instruments. Not necessarily woodwinds/brass- but 
keeping all like instruments together. Ie. “Band 1” could include Flutes, Tubas and percussion, but it would include all of the flutes, tubas, and perc.

• Flex Days: General music students would have flex day every friday. On full weeks, Band and Orchestra would use Friday as their one Full Group day. On 
shortened weeks, they would not have “Full” but instead use this day to make up the elective missed during the week.

• Art/Library rotate weeks
• Computer is taught by the classroom teacher and should not be considered if we are truly trying to create Team Prep time.

On average, 80% of all 5th graders participate in Band or Orchestra. Of 100 5th grade students, assume 80 in Band/Orchestra (B/O)
! Teacher A: 25 students
! Teacher B: 25 students
! Teacher C: 25 students
! Teacher D: 25 students

M 1 T 2 W 3 Th 4 F 5

Band 1 (20) Band 2 (20) Band 1 (20) Band 2 (20) Full Band/Flex (40)

Orchestra 1 (20) Orchestra 2 (20) Orchestra 1 (20) Orchestra 2 (20) Full Orchestra/Flex (40)

Gen ABCD (20) Gen ABCD (20) Flex

Art/Library AB (30) Art/Library AB (20) Art/Library CD (30) Art/Library CD (20) Flex

PE CD (30) PE CD (20) PE AB (30) PE AB (20) Flex

Team Prep Team Prep Team Prep Team Prep Team Prep

Day 5: 
Full weeks: 80 in B/O, 20 in FLEX
Shortened weeks: All students in FLEX, Full Band/Orch only if GM is flex elective.

Day 1: 
40 in B/O, 30 in Art, 30 in PE 
Teachers A & B send non-B/O to Art
Teachers C & D send non-B/o to PE

Day 2: 
40 in B/O, 20 in GM, 20 in Art, 20 in PE 
Teachers A & B send non-B/O to Art
Teachers C & D send non-B/O to PE

Day 3: 
40 in B/O, 30 in Art, 30 in PE 
Teachers A & B send non-B/O to PE
Teachers C & D send non-B/o to Art

Day 4: 
40 in B/O, 20 in GM, 20 in Art, 20 in PE 
Teachers A & B send non-B/O to PE
Teachers C & D send non-B/O to Art

Sample: New 5 day Block Schedule, 5th Grade



Sample Schedule Teacher A:

8:28 a.m. – First bell
8:38 a.m. – Tardy bell
8:38-8:50 - Announcements, attendance, etc.
8:50-10:00 – Math
10:00-10:40 – Science
10:40-11:20 – Social  Studies
11:20-12:00 – Block (Band, Strings, General Music, Art, Library, PE)
12:05-12:45 – Lunch
12:50-1:50 – Reading
1:50-2:50 – Language
2:50-3:05 – "Pride" reward time
3:05-3:25 – quiet work 
3:25 p.m. – Dismissal

Art/Library AB, Art/Library CD, PE AB, PE CD
In becoming part of the block, Art and Library and PE teachers would no longer see their students as homeroom classes. For ex-
ample, all the children from 2 classes (teacher A and B, for example) not participating in Band/Orch on a given day would attend 
Library together. The next day, when the second group of Band/Orch students goes, Library would see the rest of the students 
from classes A and B while the general music students have their music time.

Pros:
• No study hall time
• Increased band/orchestra time (compared with proposed 

schedule)
• All electives meet at the same time for each grade
• Library retains open check-out time
• Students are not faced with choosing/missing out on electives 

on FLEX day
• Band/Orchestra teachers retain homogenous groupings of 

students
• PE time stays approx. same as 6 day schedule
• Increased general music time

Cons: 
• Reduced Band/Orchestra time
• Reduced Art/Library time
• Reduced PE frequency (reduced from 6 day schedule- 
increased from district proposed schedule by 5.5 hours).

• Art, Library, and PE teachers see the students as parts of 2 
classes instead of the whole of 1 class

• During FLEX weeks, band/orchestra would not see the 
children as a full group
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Before And After School Programs Don’t Work 
 
Mesquite Elementary holds morning band classes before school as a way to make up some of the lost 
curriculum time from the five day rotation. Although this is a gesture of good intent, it isn’t a solution. 
 

• Morning band has a low participation rate. Participation last fall was low and inconsistent. This 
week, sixth grade participation dwindled to 2 or 3 students. Participation in morning band between 
fall break (when it started) and winter break was about 1/3 of the students. On Friday, Feb. 12th, 
only three students attended sixth grade morning band. Participation has dwindled. 

• Morning band does not provide equal access to education. Only those children whose parents 
bring them to school early can attend. Bus riders or those with alternate transportation 
arrangements are unable to attend. Some parents are leaving younger children home alone in order 
to get their fifth and sixth graders to morning band. 

• Morning band forces students to choose between band and another activity. Schools offer other 
activities such as Battle of the Books, Student Council, Fun Runs and Club Discovery before and 
after school.  

• Morning/after school band may force parents to choose between an athletic activity and band. 
Many students participate in after school athletics such as team sports or karate, dance or 
gymnastics. The proposed schedule reduces PE time as well as music time. This dual reduction 
impacts families as they decide how to compensate for lost instruction time and physical education 
time.  

• Morning band does not compensate for the lost instruction time. A mother at Mesquite reported 
that in spite of attending morning band, her child’s progress in band did not match that of the older 
children who went through the six day rotation. Another mother commented that she planned on 
paying for lessons over the summer so her daughter will be prepared for junior high orchestra. 

  
Nearly all band and strings teachers instruct at three schools during the day: a morning block, a midday 
block, and an afternoon block. When will the midday extracurricular band sessions be held? How will this 
be scheduled at a school during the day?  
 
Neely currently only offers band and strings before and after school. For comparison, across the other 26 
elementary schools in the district, 82.2% of 5th graders and 60.6% of 6th graders are in band or strings. 
At Neely, the percentage of participation is much lower than the district averages: 
 
Strings 
3rd grade - 31 (25%) 
4th grade - 20 (18%) 
5th grade - 21 (23%) 
6th grade - 11 (12%) 
 
Band 
4th grade - 9 (8%) 
5th grade - 13 (14%) 
6th grade - 11 (12%) 
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Are music cuts justified under these circumstances? 
 
Are these circumstances enough justification for such drastic and disproportionate cuts to music? 
 
Our society is suffering from the strains of economic uncertainty. Within our community, families are 
economically stressed. Teachers are faced with economic and job uncertainty as they experienced the RIF 
last year and possible salary cuts this year.  
 
Children sense that stress. Isn’t our community experiencing enough stress and change already without 
implementing a major overhaul to the elementary programs that is not budget driven? Sure, we all want to 
find better ways of doing things, but will this proposed change truly deliver the results it promises? And at 
what cost to the students and teachers? We need to dig deeper to find a viable option for students and 
teachers that preserve the things each values in their school day. 
 
The current proposal does not justify moving backwards on music and PE education for our children. We 
need to hear from the district why it is acceptable to reduce music and PE. Basing an overhaul on a matter 
of inconvenience is not a strong enough justification to roll a grade Excellent program back to a grade C 
program.  
 
We hear much about an impending doomsday where broad cuts could be made across all curriculums if 
the overall Arizona state education funding is cut. How will such cuts affect elementary scheduling? Why 
are we implementing changes this year with a funding crisis looming on the horizon?  
 
Families can accept cuts to music and PE if those cuts are based on a budget crisis and applied 
across the curriculum. We cannot accept cuts if they are based on a matter of inconvenience, 
especially in a society where our children are already feeling stress from changes at home and at 
school.  
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Academic and Educational Merits of Music 
 
Schools that have music programs have significantly higher graduation rates than those without music 
programs (90.2 percent compared to 72.9 percent). On average, students in music performance scored 57 
points higher on the verbal and 31 points higher on the math section of the SAT than did students with no 
music participation. (Source: Music Educator’s National Conference) 
 
A recent study explored the relationship of instrumental music instruction and academic achievement for 
the senior class of Lee County High School in Leesburg, Georgia. Significant correlations were found 
between the number of years of band instruction and higher academic achievement as measured by the 
Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT) Mathematics and Science exams. 
 
Making music is good for the brain. 
 

Over the last decade, a series of new scientific studies have demonstrated a link between active 
music making and increased brainpower. Active music making is not just passive listening, but 
actually taking part. Young kids who make music show improved spatial-temporal reasoning, 
which is the foundation of later success in math and science. And they actually get better grades 
than kids who don't take music. 
 
Did you know students with coursework/experience in music performance and music appreciation 
score higher on the SAT. In a study, students in music performance scored 57 points higher on the 
verbal and 41 points higher on the math, and students in music appreciation scored 63 points 
higher on verbal and 44 points higher on the math, than did students with no arts participation. 
 
 http://www.amc-music.com/school_age_sats.htm 

 
Did You Know? 
 

Data from the National Educational Longitudinal Study of 1988 showed that music participants 
received more academic honors and awards than non-music students, and that the percentage of 
music participants receiving As, As/Bs, and Bs was higher than the percentage of non-participants 
receiving those grades. 
 
Source: National Educational Longitudinal Study of 1988 First Follow-Up (1990), U.S. 
Department of Education. 
http://www.amc-music.com/research_briefs.htm 

 
Did You Know? 
 

A ten-year study, tracking more than 25,000 students, shows that music-making improves test 
scores. Regardless of socioeconomic background, music-making students get higher marks in 
standardized tests than those who had no music involvement. The test scores studied were not only 
standardized tests, such as the SAT, but also in reading proficiency exams. 
 
Source: Dr. James Catterall, UCLA, 1997 
http://www.amc-music.com/research_briefs.htm 
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Did You Know? 
 

The world's top academic countries place a high value on music education. Hungary, Netherlands 
and Japan stand atop worldwide science achievement and have strong commitment to music 
education. All three countries have required music training at the elementary and middle school 
levels, both instrumental and vocal, for several decades. The centrality of music education to 
learning in the top-ranked countries seems to contradict the United States' focus on math, science, 
vocabulary, and technology. 
 
Source: 1988 International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IAEEA) 
Test 
http://www.amc-music.com/research_briefs.htm 

 
 
Did You Know? 
 

"Music education can be a positive force on all aspects of a child's life, particularly on their 
academic success. The study of music by children has been linked to higher scores on the SAT 
and other learning aptitude tests, and has proven to be an invaluable tool in classrooms across the 
country. Given the impact music can have on our children's education, we should support every 
effort to bring music into their classrooms." 
 
Source: U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman (NM) 

 
Did You Know? 

 
Music training helps under-achievers. In Rhode Island, researchers studied eight public school 
first grade classes. Half of the classes became "test arts" groups, receiving ongoing music and 
visual arts training. In kindergarten, this group had lagged behind in scholastic performance. After 
seven months, the students were given a standardized test. The "test arts" group had caught up to 
their fellow students in reading and surpassed their classmates in math by 22 percent. In the 
second year of the project, the arts students widened this margin even further. Students were also 
evaluated on attitude and behavior. Classroom teachers noted improvement in these areas also. 
Source: Nature May 23, 1996 
 
A new study led by Dr. Agnes S. Chan of the Chinese University of Hong Kong found that 
school-age students who had participated in music scored significantly higher on verbal memory 
tests than their classmates who had not. 
 
http://www.amc-music.com/school_age_literacy.htm 
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Facts about the value of music education: 
 
Scientific studies show that active music making (NOT passive music listening) correlates with: 

• Increased spatial-temporal reasoning and better math scores  
• Better reading ability  
• Lower incidence of drug use and antisocial behavior  
• Increased wellness  
• Case example: In 1999 at PS96 in East Harlem, only 13% of the students performed at grade level 

in reading or math. Eighteen months after the music program was restore, 71% of the students 
were performing at grade level. The principal, Victor Lopez, attributes this astounding success to 
the restoration of the music program.  

 
 http://www.amc-music.com/school_age_social.htm 

 
ScienceDaily (Nov. 5, 2008) 
 
A Harvard-based study has found that children who study a musical instrument for at least three years 
outperform children with no instrumental training—not only in tests of auditory discrimination and finger 
dexterity (skills honed by the study of a musical instrument), but also on tests measuring verbal ability 
and visual pattern completion (skills not normally associated with music). 
 
While it is no surprise that the young musicians scored significantly higher than those in the control group 
on two skills closely related to their music training (auditory discrimination and finger dexterity), the 
more surprising result was that they also scored higher in two skills that appear unrelated to music—
verbal ability (as measured by a vocabulary IQ test) and visual pattern completion (as measured by the 
Raven's Progressive Matrices). And furthermore, the longer and more intensely the child had studied his 
or her instrument, the better he or she scored on these tests. 
 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/11/081104132916.htm 
 

• A study at the University of California at Irvine demonstrated that young kids who participated in 
music instruction showed dramatic enhancements in abstract reasoning skills. In fact, researchers 
have found neural firing patterns that suggest that music may hold the key to higher brain 
function.  

• Research at McGill University in Montreal, Canada showed that grade-school kids who took 
music lessons scored higher on tests of general and spatial cognitive development, the abilities that 
form the basis for performance in math and engineering.  

• Kids who make music have been shown to get along better with classmates and have fewer 
discipline problems. More of them get into their preferred colleges, too.  

• Playing a musical instrument strengthens eye-hand coordination and fine motor skills, and kids 
who study an instrument learn a lot about discipline, dedication and the rewards of hard work.  

 
http://www.amc-music.com/musicmaking/wellness/child.htm 
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Study: Arts education has academic effect 
USA Today - 05/19/2002 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2002-05-20-arts.htm 
 
WASHINGTON — School children exposed to drama, music and dance may do a better job at mastering 
reading, writing and math than those who focus solely on academics, says a report by the Arts Education 
Partnership. 
 
"Notions that the arts are frivolous add-ons to a serious curriculum couldn't be further from the truth," 
says James Catterall, education professor at the University of California-Los Angeles, who coordinated 
the research. 
 
The report is based on an analysis of 62 studies of various categories of art — ranging from dance, drama, 
music and visual arts — by nearly 100 researchers. It's the first to combine all the arts and make 
comparisons with academic achievement, performance on standardized tests, improvements in social 
skills and student motivation. 
 
Catterall says the studies suggest that arts education may be especially helpful to poor students and those 
in need of remedial instruction. 
 
"While education in the arts is no magic bullet for what ails many schools, the arts warrant a place in the 
curriculum because of their intimate ties to most everything we want for our children and schools," 
Catterall says. 
 
The report took two years to produce, with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
U.S. Department of Education. 
 
Gerald Sroufe of the American Educational Research Association describes the report as "a benchmark" 
and "a starting place for future research in the arts because it represents a fairly comprehensive picture of 
what research-based knowledge exists." However, he says, the report is "necessarily a thin volume, 
including some rather thin studies." 
 
Eileen Mason of the National Endowment for the Arts says that President Bush has requested $11 million 
to support arts education projects. 
 
"We are eager for more research," Mason says. "We want to learn more about how we can best convey to 
our children the knowledge and skills required to create, perform and respond to the arts. At the same 
time, we need to know more about how the arts help to develop other capacities of our children, such as 
language, reading and spatial reasoning." 
 
School officials often complain that arts programs tend to be the first cut in schools facing budget deficits. 
 
G. Thomas Houlihan, executive director of the Council of Chief State School Officers, acknowledges that 
many school superintendents, principals and teachers are unaware of the value of arts education. 
 
He says copies of the report will be distributed to school leaders throughout the nation. 
 
Houlihan says he was impressed by the one study finding that "arts motivate and reach certain students." 
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The Arts Education Partnership is a coalition of more than 100 national education, arts, philanthropic and 
government organizations. CCSSO and the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies administer the 
partnership under a cooperative agreement with the Education Department and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 
 
Expanding the mind: 
  

The Arts Education Partnership, arguing for the importance of arts in schools, says various art 
forms benefit students in different ways: 
 
Drama. Helps with understanding social relationships, complex issues and emotions; improves 
con- centrated thought and story comprehension. 
 
Music. Improves math achievement and proficiency, reading and cognitive development; boosts 
SAT verbal scores and skills for second-language learners. 
 
Dance. Helps with creative thinking, originality, elaboration and flexibility; improves expressive 
skills, social tolerance, self-confidence and persistence. 
 
Visual arts. Improve content and organization of writing; promote sophisticated reading skills and 
interpretation of text, reasoning about scientific images and reading readiness. 
 
Multi-arts (combination of art forms). Helps with reading, verbal and math skills; improves the 
ability to collaborate and higher-order thinking skills. 
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Quotes on Music and Arts Education 
 
Representative Rob Eissler, House Public Education Committee Chair 

 
"For our society to move forward, for our culture to survive, fine arts education must remain 
strong. We already know that kids who study music do better in physics and math. Teaching the 
fine arts is a rounding of the whole development of the student." 

 
Tom Horne, Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 

Arts are an essential part of every student's education. Studies show that students who study the 
arts score higher on academic tests than students not exposed to the arts. The Department of 
Education needs to ensure that schools have not neglected the arts in order to emphasize the tested 
subject areas of reading, writing and math." 

 
John Adams 
 

"I must study politics and war that my sons may have liberty to study mathematics and 
philosophy. My sons ought to study mathematics and philosophy, geography, natural history, 
naval architecture, navigation, commerce, and agriculture, in order to give their children a right to 
study painting, poetry, music, architecture, statuary, tapestry, and porcelain.” 

 
Albert Einstein 
 

"If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in music. I live my 
daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music."  

 
Anonymous 

 
"The problem is not that we aim too high and fail, but that we aim too low and succeed."  

 
Daniel Pink, the author of the current runaway best seller A Whole new Mind 
 

“Lawyers. Accountants. Computer programmers. That’s what our parents encouraged us to 
become when we grew up. But Mom and Dad were wrong. The future belongs to a very different 
kind of person with a very different kind of mind. The era of “left brain” dominance, and the 
Information Age that it engendered, are giving way to a new world in which “right brain” 
qualities-inventiveness, empathy, meaning-predominate.” 
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Letters 
 
Friends, 
 
Have you heard that the district is considering a new 5-day specials schedule? There are many reasons 
why, on the surface, the plan is appealing. And many reasons in fact, why a change is DEFINITELY 
necessary. The change that has been proposed is just not the right one. 
 
A summary: in order to alleviate scheduling difficulty, multiple interruptions to the school day, and to 
create a grade level teacher prep period, a 5-day specials schedule has been proposed to the board. An 
additional problem caused by the current schedule is that when band and string students are in class (4 out 
of 6 days) they are "pulled out"- this leaves up to 60% of the class still with the teacher. She can't teach 
new material. It's just wasted time, or time to catch up/review, depending on how you look at it.  
 
These are GOOD reasons to look for a change. 
 
The new 5-day schedule fixes the above listed problems. It also: 
 
Reduces band/string instructional time by 38%. This puts us below all of our surrounding school districts 
(even Queen Creek and Mesa, who have a very small amount). It also separates the children by classroom 
instead of instrument grouping. Our district would have us believe that our children get much more music 
time than surrounding school districts. Check out the attached PDF for a comparison of our neighboring 
school districts. 
 
Reduces PE time from 2 out of 6 days to 1 out of 5. They've increased the time spent in PE by 10 minutes, 
so the total per year stays pretty close to what is was before. But do we know, as parents, that 
FREQUENCY is just as important (possibly more so) than total time per year? Can I imagine my son 
having LESS PE than he does now? I don't want to. The caveat here is that the schedule (it rotates) doesn't 
account for 5th and 6th graders who are also involved in band or strings. If your student is in band/strings 
(81% of all 5th graders are), PE time over the course of the year is reduced by 5.5 HOURS. If your PE 
day falls on a 1/2 day, you get no PE for the week at all. (This doesn't happen K-4). 
 
Library: currently, your child attends the library 1 out of 6 days for 30 minutes. But he can also go to open 
check-out every day, right? I know my son brings home new books at least 3 times each week. We also 
enjoy the fruits of our librarians creativity in the form of Battle of the Books, Spelling Bees, knitting 
clubs, and MANY other extras that make our schools special and encourage a love of reading. Your 
library teachers will now teach seven 40 minute classes every day. Open check-out and all other extras 
will be eliminated simply because the librarian only has so many hours each day and they will all be spent 
teaching classes. And if your child attends a school with more than 28 classroom teachers? (11 of our 
elementary schools have more than 28). Some classes will be "covered" by aides. At Highland Park last 
year, the overflow library time was covered by an aide who brought a cart of books to my son's 
classroom. He didn't go into the library for a whole year. 
 
SO WHAT ARE WE TO DO? We don't want time wasted, children coming and going from the 
classroom at all times, study-hall time for the 5th and 6th grade teachers and students. We DO want our 
teachers to be able to plan and teach to the best of their abilities. We also want our children to be 
enriched, mentally and physically by the "specials" we hold dear. The district has effectively pitted the 
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classroom teachers AGAINST the special area teachers. WE CANNOT ACCEPT THIS! THEY ARE 
NOT ENEMIES!  
 
What we want is consideration of other schedules. A big time-out to find a great compromise! It exists. 
I'm in possession of 3 different schedules that solve the pull-out problem without balancing it on the backs 
of (mostly) music, PE and library time. 
 
And we need your help. Email the board (email addresses listed below): ask them to consider other 
schedules. If you feel strongly about reduced music or PE time, or increased library time- TELL THEM! 
 
If you would like more information, please feel free to ask. This is a really big, important moment for our 
school district. We, as parents, really must pull together for the good of the teachers and the children. 
Don't wait for someone else to take care of this. Get involved.  
 
Schedule February 18, 6pm on your calendar to attend the school board work study session.  
 
Please forward this email. We need everyone to know what's happening. And please understand- WE 
AGREE that a change is necessary. We just don't want this particular version of it. 
 
With everyone together, we can stop this before it's too late. 
 
Thanks, 
Julie Duty
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Members of the Governing Board: 
 
During the last school board session on the elementary pilot program, Dr. Severson asked the question, 
“Why is music given so much time in the specials schedule?”  I would like to give a brief answer to 
that question.   
 
 First, music is not a “special.”  The development of music predates the development of writing, 
reading, math or science.  It is a part of our core culture and curriculum.  Every civilization ever known 
has had some form of music.   American music education began in Boston in 1717 with the organization 
of singing schools so that people may learn to sing the hymns in church.  In 1838, after several years of 
demonstrating what music could do for children, Lowell Mason was hired as the first public school 
supervisor of music, again in Boston.  Band became popular in the early twentieth century when John 
Phillips Sousa toured the country.  Many school bands were formed after World War I, when returning 
veterans, who had participated in military bands, were given the job of teaching band in school.   
 
 It has finally been recognized as a part of the core curriculum for our schools under “No Child 
Left behind.” In a speech in June, 2006, Governor Mike Huckabee , speaking of music advocacy and “No 
Child Left Behind, said,  “A lot of people are even unaware of this:  For the first time in our nation’s 
history, the arts are a part of the core curriculum, and that’s good news.”  In August 2009, Arne Duncan, 
Secretary of Education, sent out a letter encouraging states and school districts not to cut music and the 
arts.   
 
 Second, the learning of music requires as much time as math or reading.  We teach math to all 
students in hopes that many will continue on to calculus and become engineers and scientists.  We teach 
reading and language arts to all students in hopes that hopes that many will continue on to AP English and 
become authors and journalists.  We teach music to all elementary students in hope that many will 
continue on to band, orchestra, and choir, and become instrumentalists, soloists, and music educators. 
 
 Much of the time a student spends learning music is spent outside of the classroom in practice 
time.  A beginning band student may need to practice 20 minutes a day outside class to master the 
concepts he has learned.  An advanced music student may practice one to two hours a day in preparing her 
part in a performance.  The learning of music requires lots and lots of practice time.   
 
 That is why the six day elementary schedule is ideal for music instruction.  Students attend their 
music classes in sectionals where they can get small group instruction and individual help, then go home 
and practice before they meet with the full group to perform together.  It takes several months of daily 
practice, sectional practice, and group practice to learn a piece well enough to perform it in public. 
 
 Third, parents support in-school elementary music instruction by paying for instruments, music 
books, and sometimes private lessons. The cost of renting an instrument ranges from $20.00 to $50.00.  
Students who may not be able to afford this monthly rental fee may be able to use an instrument that the 
school owns.  Of course, this support increases for those who continue their musical experience through 
junior high and high school.  Approximately, 20% of Gilbert High School students are involved in music.  
Many fund raisers are offered to students to help them pay for camps and music trips. 
 
        Fourth, musical concerts draw parents and families to the elementary school better than back-to-
school nights.  All concerts that I have attended at my elementary school are standing room only.  It helps 
to create a community feeling at the school.  Back-to-school night was not nearly as crowded.  This is true 
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for junior high and high schools as well.  The Christmas Choir Concert at Gilbert High was so crowded 
that every seat in the auditorium was taken and people were standing at the back. 
 
        Fifth, it takes many years to learn to play an instrument well.  My daughter Annie has been taking 
piano lessons for ten years and is now becoming an accomplished pianist who is creating some of her own 
music.  If we lessen the time elementary students spend on music, we will correspondingly lessen their 
musical accomplishments in high school and beyond. 
 
 Sixth, may I give an example of how one person’s love of music has enriched the lives of 
thousands of people.  Elma Milano.  Elma married Henry Milano.  Both were accordion players and they 
taught their children to play accordion.  In 1946, they established a small music store in the small town of 
Mesa, AZ.  After a heart-rending divorce, Elma was given the music store in lieu of alimony.  She worked 
with her children to build up this store, Milano’s, which is now a major part of the Mesa downtown area.  
Milano’s is one of the oldest and largest family-owned music stores in the nation and celebrating 63 years 
of service.  Over the years Milano’s has rented, sold, and repaired thousands of instruments, taught 
thousands, if not a million, lessons, and sold millions of pages of music to the benefit of the local 
community.  Elma Milano is a great example of how one person’s passion for music can benefit an entire 
community and state. 
 
 I hope the governing board will realize and support the importance of music education in our 
schools by continuing to give music the amount of time in the curriculum that it receives under the six day 
schedule.  To me a twenty-hour cut to music represents 44 lessons, more than one-third of instruction 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jill Humpherys  
518 South Jacob Street 
Gilbert AZ 85296 
480-633-0792
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Survey of Mesquite Elementary Parents - Band and String Students - By Jill Humpherys 
 
 The Governing Board is well aware of my concerns about the pilot program at Mesquite 
Elementary and its resulting cuts to band and strings. I am concerned that the Board would consider 
making a decision on this program without getting feedback from parents or evaluating how the children 
have fared musically under these cuts. My daughter Laura, a sixth-grade student at Mesquite Elementary, 
has 50% fewer days of band instruction than other students in the district because she has band on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 I decided to do my own informal survey of parents to see what their feelings were about the pilot 
program. I used the Christmas program from the band and strings concert and then tried to match the 
names of those students to last year’s school directory. I did not have a current directory. I made up a list 
of questions and was able to call about twenty or so parents. Then I kept a tally of parents’ answers to my 
questions. Again, this was an informal survey, and not every parent was asked every question. I tried to be 
very neutral as I conducted the survey. 
 Of those I called, six students were in fifth grade and fifteen were in sixth grade. Eleven were in 
band and nine were in strings. Five parents were aware that this was a pilot program and fifteen were not 
aware that this was a pilot program, so I explained the changes to them; i.e. what the current schedule was 
like and what the six day schedule had been. One parent and a student liked the pilot program. The 
parent’s comment was, “I like that they are learning a talent.” This parent was not aware of the pilot 
program until I tried to explain it to her. The student’s comment was, “I like that I get to be with my 
friends.” Ten parents were neutral towards the pilot program. Of these ten, none had been aware that this 
was a pilot program until I explained it to them. Eleven parents disliked the pilot program. Of these 
parents, several had noticed the changes, but thought that they were due to budget cuts.  
Ten students had participated in morning band and one had not. One mother liked morning band, one 
mother liked the one-on-one time that her son had received in morning band. Eleven preferred band 
during school. Almost every parent commented that they supported morning band because they wanted 
their children to be have music in their curriculum. Of the strings students, six would have supported a 
morning strings time so their child would have additional instructional time. One would not have 
supported morning strings. Eight preferred strings during school. 
Four fifth graders would continue their instrument next year; two would not. Ten sixth-graders would 
continue their instrument next year; two would not, and two were undecided. I then mentioned that in 
junior high, choir was available as well as band and strings: fifteen would continue with music in junior 
high, one would not, and two were undecided. Only one student definitely was not continuing in music in 
junior high. 
After doing this survey, I was left with the following impressions: 

• Parents without prior experience in elementary school or with the music program were not aware 
of the changes made by the pilot program. 

• Parents who had prior experience in elementary school or the music program were unhappy with 
the pilot program. 

• Almost all the parents I spoke to really valued music and wanted it as part of the daily curriculum. 
Most supported morning band only because they wanted to have that experience in music for their 
children. They preferred band during school. 

• At least two parents told me how difficult or impossible it was for their student to participate in 
morning band, mostly because of younger siblings. 

I hope that the board members will consider this survey as they make their decision on the pilot program. 
I do think that music really adds to the educational experience and is a great advantage to our Gilbert 
schools. 
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School Board Members: 
 
My name is Julie Duty. I am a parent in the district of three children. I am also a former music educator in 
this school district. I believe that as both a parent and music educator, I stand in a unique position. I have 
looked in depth at the proposed five day schedule and I am deeply troubled and saddened that a 
schedule with such deep cuts to music education was even proposed. 
 
As we have moved into what seems a much more imminent position of adopting said changes, in spite of 
my passion for Gilbert, I have started to investigate my other options for providing my children the 
quality time I believe they deserve where music is concerned. The attached is a summary of what I have 
found. I was in attendance at the January 26th board meeting and tried in vain to be able to present this 
information. The board was presented with partial information during that work study on so many issues, 
but this is a very important one.  
 
I hope you will take a moment to view the pdf attached and look carefully to see where we are headed 
before it is too late. We were told in that meeting that our premiere music programs would be replaced by 
introductory ones. We were lead to believe that this would put our district in line with our neighbors. In 
fact, I have found the opposite. We are currently on par with them. I sincerely believe that to drop below 
all of our neighboring school districts in terms of quantity and frequency of music instruction 
opportunities will be a huge mistake. 
 
I agree with the district's stance that a change is necessary. I stand firm in my position that the change 
before you is NOT the best possible solution and would welcome the opportunity to participate in the 
process of finding a better one. Please feel free to contact me at any time. 
 
Thank you for your time and your service to our school district. 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Duty 
 
480-560-8731 
3321 E. Lexington Ct. 
Gilbert, AZ 85234 
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Gilbert education concerns… 
 
Over the past month a group of concerned citizens have been tracking some of the challenges that our 
music programs appeared to be facing in Gilbert. 
 
In the last couple of weeks the issues and concerns have come clearly into focus. 
 
For parents who understand the importance of music, this is what I would call an all-hands-on-deck issue 
for music education in Gilbert. 
 
We need parents who value music education and the outstanding academic results that are generated 
through music to be at the Gilbert Board of Education public hearing on Thursday, February 18th at 
6:00pm. See the message included below from the District Office and please mark your calendar if you 
are available to attend. 
 
May we be successful in our efforts and get the Board to reconsider the proposed 5-day schedule. The 5-
day schedule would reduce music instruction at the 5th and 6th grade level by more than 35%. This would 
be a tragedy!  
 
The current issues can easily be solved without causing a 35% decrease in music instruction in the 5th and 
6th grades. Anything we can do to help the GPS Board find or embrace a better proposal would be 
wonderful! 
 
It is important that parents arrive 15 minutes early in order to get a seat in the Board room. 
 
Parents who attend should be prepared to support and applaud our music students, music educators and 
those who will address the Board at the meeting. 
 
Please forward this message to friends and associates who value keeping a strong and vibrant music 
program in Gilbert Public Schools. 
 
It would be great if you could take some time now and forward this message to other parents who either 
have students currently involved in music or who have had students involved in music – and encourage 
them to attend the Board meeting next Thursday. 
 
We only have one week to get parents to attend the meeting! 
 
We need at least 200 parents in attendance at the meeting in order to send a clear message, that music 
matters when it comes to producing high academic results and meeting our stated goals for educating our 
youth in Gilbert. 
 
Let’s not make the same mistake that other cities have made by imposing decisions that would dismantle 
such a valuable community asset. 
 
If you need more details regarding the issues that will be addressed at the Board meeting or if anyone who 
received this message would like more details regarding the issues, please do not hesitate to give me a call 
or send me an email message requesting more information. 
 
I can be reached by phone at (480) 570-2021 cell or by email at blgeddes@gmail.com. 
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Thanks for all you do and have done for the youth in our community. 
 
As we have seen many times, our youth can do hard things, good things, like learn to master a musical 
instrument or their voices in song. By accepting and taking on challenges to learn music, valuable lessons 
are taught to our youth as they are prepared to tackle the challenges of the future and be ready for a 
lifetime of service. 
 
If the new 5-day schedule is passed we will see fewer of our youth accepting the challenge to learn music 
in the 5th and 6th grades. We need to find ways to get more of our youth involved in music… not fewer!  
 
If the new 5-day schedule is passed, the music instruction will drop by one-third which will, in turn, 
greatly reduce the skill advancement and result in a significant drop in both the tangible and intangible 
benefits that our students and our community have derived from the robust and successful music program 
in the Gilbert schools. 
 
This is not just an elementary school issue, if the new 5-day schedule is passed then fewer students will 
enhance their education experience with music in the 5th and 6th grades which means there will be fewer 
students involved in music at the Junior High and High School grades as well. The current proposal will 
negatively impact music education across the entire district and across all grades. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks, 
Berkeley Geddes 
Parent of six children 
Citizen of Gilbert 
Someone who has seen first hand, the value of a strong public education music program 
(480) 570-2021 cell 
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Dear Friends, Neighbors, School Board, and Administration, 
 
30 years ago as a brand new 7th grader, I hadn't yet caught the fire that is a school music program. But, 
Larry Baedke, became one of the top most influential people in my life as he invited me to join the jazz 
band. There the fire caught hold and can never be extinguished. I've since learned why. Jazz and its blues 
roots are a uniquely American contribution to the art of music on par with a Bach Fugue or a Beethoven 
Symphony. American jazz created the foundation for rock, pop, country, bluegrass, R&B, soul, and the 
huge role that the many forms of American music have played in the modern world. It embodies the 
individualism, spontaneity, energy, and invention core to the American psyche and greatness. When I 
moved to Gilbert in 10th grade, I found out I had to be in marching band in order to be in jazz band. I 
naively tried to find a way around the requirement. I'm so glad I didn't thanks to Phil Hatler, the next guy 
to land on my "most influential" list. We have music educators of that same caliber and influence in 
Gilbert today that need our support. An irreplaceable and still driving force in my life is the electrifying 
rush of accomplishment that came after months of hard, hard, work culminating shoulder to shoulder with 
my closest friends as we raised the bleachers and discovered the power of music to thrill, chill, move, and 
inspire. 
 
I've since gone on to get a degree in music education and now produce, write, and perform in my 
recording studio in Gilbert to great satisfaction. I even got to teach in the Gilbert High Band program. 
But, none of that compares with the powerful emotions I felt just a few weeks ago as my oldest daughter, 
now a senior horn player in my very own Gilbert Tiger Marching Pride, joined her closest friends in 
delivering a stunning and, to my critical ear, stellar performance of a tough yet inspiring program. Last 
night, I arrived at a Gilbert band concert just a little down from all the seemingly discouraging news we 
seem to be bombarded with these days. I look at all those kids up there and wondered what kind of future 
is waiting for them? Then the band played a piece that contained so much energy and optimism that I 
thought, "If those kids can do that, then all is well for their future!" As a parent, what is the value of 
watching your kids experience discipline, team work, commitment, achievement, and excellence at that 
level? Priceless! 
 
I've achieved success outside of music that I attribute to what music has taught me. I see the same now in 
my own children. We don’t teach music only to train the next Stravinsky. We teach music to nurture more 
compassionate, collaborative, creative, and inspiring future leaders, builders, inventors, engineers, 
lawyers, judges, law makers, teachers (of course) and all the rest of the fabric that makes a strong and 
enduring society. To reduce the quality of the musical education in the Gilbert School District does great 
detriment not only to the overall quality of education we deliver, but to the quality of life for the coming 
generations. The greatness of nations and communities is built in part on the greatness and dignity of its 
art, music, culture, and general creative spirit. In a world where arts and culture is not just declining, but 
becoming more negative and degrading, school music programs are the only access many young people 
have to the art forms that can and should elevate and inspire them, and enable them to perpetuate the 
greatness older generations have been blessed to know. To me, that is a stewardship for which we should 
all be accountable. In these tough economic times, we in Gilbert must now decide how we shall account 
for that stewardship. I for one say: Preserve what is great among us! 
 
Jason Barney 
December 11, 2009 
480-818-2000 
jason@jasonbarney.com 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
My child attends 6th grade at Mesquite Elementary. He is taking his second year of band. I was unaware 
that there was a pilot program being tested. I am glad to hear that was a pilot program because I have been 
unhappy with band this year. I feel that he does not have band class enough. We are committed to the 
band program. This year we bought our son's instrument. We tried to attend early morning band, but his 
mornings are already full with his piano lessons, Student Council Meetings, Video Announcement club, 
and Mesquite's Battle of the Books program. Also without the help of neighbors, my son wouldn't have 
participated in early morning activities. We can only do so much. It is too hard to get his four younger 
siblings out the door early in the morning. 
 
My husband and I are concerned that the program is already being stretched with the band director 
serving at three schools this year. We're concerned that the program is being phased out of the curriculum. 
Also we feel that our son missed out because he wasn't able to attend early morning band.  
 
Please don't fix the inadequacies of the pilot band program with early morning practice. The MAIN 
reason I chose Mesquite Elementary over a charter school that had better academic test scores, was 
because Mesquite offered band during school. The charter school tried to squeeze its band program into 
before or after school.  
 
I want a school that values band/art as much as math and language. I want to see my child's education 
enriched with a band/string program during school. A program during school makes it accessible to every 
child.  
 
Sincerely, 
Brent and Tamara McKendrick 
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Dear Mr. Stump, 
 
As you are aware, I brought my concerns about the pilot program for music and specials at Mesquite 
Elementary to the attention of the board in September. My concerns center around the cut in the number 
of lessons in band and strings. Rather than meeting four times every six days, as the rest of the elementary 
schools do, our school meets only twice each week, once with other members of their class and once as a 
full band. I think that they do receive an extra five minutes each time to help make up for this cut. This a 
cut to PE and art as well as band and strings. 
 
Because I brought my concerns to the attention of the board, this deficiency was addressed by having a 
morning band time at our school. This was instituted after fall break. Mrs. Dektor, our band teacher, has 
been truly dedicated, and this extra morning practice time has saved our program. There is morning 
practice every day of the week: one morning for fifth grade band, one morning for sixth grade band, one 
for woodwinds, one for brass, and one morning for percussion. I do not think Mrs. Dektor has been 
compensated for all the extra work and time that she has put into this. This is her preparation time and she 
is putting in five extra periods of instruction time per week. I personally think that she should be 
compensated for this. 
 
At the Christmas concert, our band students did well, but the strings students struggled. They did better at 
the evening concert after some more practice, A few days later, I was able to discuss this with another 
mom. She said that the sixth grade strings are behind now where they were at Christmas last year as fifth 
graders. 
 
The last few days I have informally surveyed other Mesquite Elementary School parents to find out their 
thoughts on the pilot program. I have spoken to approximately 20 parents. Five were aware that this was a 
pilot program, fifteen were not aware of the pilot program. Six had students in fifth grade and 15 had 
students in sixth grade. Eleven were in band and nine were in strings. 
 
Ten students participated in morning band, one did not. One parent preferred morning band, one parent 
preferred the one-on-one help her child received in morning band, and eleven preferred band during 
school. Most band students were continuing with their instrument next year, but only two strings students 
were. Both of these students' parents seem to really value music in their family. When I brought up music 
choices in junior high, i.e. band, strings or choir, only one student would not continue music, two were 
undecided, and fifteen were continuing music in some form. 
 
From the survey, I determined that the families I talked to valued music education, that they wanted a 
good experience in music for their children, and that they were quite willing to share the pluses and 
minuses of the program. I hope to share some of these comments at another time. 
 
I appreciate your interest in elementary band. I look forward to working with you on this issue. 
 
Jill Humpherys 
518 South Jacob Street 
Gilbert AZ 85296 
480-633-0792 
January 21, 2010 
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Dear Jill, 
  
Thank you for contacting me about the pilot music program at Mesquite Elementary.  I want to list a few 
of my concerns: 
  
1)  I did not know Mesquite El was participating in a pilot music program.  I don't remember receiving 
any information on that, either from the Strings teacher or the school.  I thought music went to twice a 
week due to cuts.   
  
2) I am concerned about my child being prepared to participate in Junior High Strings next year.  She has 
fallen behind this year and now am considering lessons to get her ready for 7th grade. 
  
3) I went to the Christmas concert and heard the 5th grade band and strings play.  They sounded terrible 
compared to concerts I have been to in the past 3 years. 
  
4) I have a child that will be going to 5th grade next year and would like to see music go back to every 
other day. 
  
Just as an aside, I also don't like that my children have P.E. once a week.  I prefer the old 6 day schedule 
that had P.E. twice a week and band/strings three times a week. 
  
Thank You, 
Claudine Salanski 
claudine_salanski@yahoo.com 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
My child attends 6th grade at Mesquite Elementary.  He is taking his second year of band.  I was unaware 
that there was a pilot program being tested. I am glad to hear that was a pilot program because I have been 
unhappy with band this year. I feel that he does not have band class enough.  We are committed to the 
band program.  This year we bought our son's instrument.  We tried to attend early morning band, but his 
mornings are already full with his piano lessons, Student Council Meetings, Video Announcement club, 
and Mesquite's Battle of the Books program. Also without the help of neighbors, my son wouldn't have 
participated in early morning activities. We can only do so much. It is too hard to get his four younger 
siblings out the door early in the morning. 
 
My husband and I are concerned that the program is already being stretched with the band director 
serving at three schools this year.  We're concerned that the program is being phased out of the 
curriculum. Also we feel that our son missed out because he wasn't able to attend early morning band.   
 
Please don't fix the inadequacies of the pilot band program with early morning practice.  The MAIN 
reason I chose Mesquite Elementary over a charter school that had better academic test scores, was 
because Mesquite offered band during school. The charter school tried to squeeze its band program into 
before or after school.   
 
I want a school that values band/art as much as math and language.  I want to see my child's education 
enriched with a band/string program during school. A program during school makes it accessible to every 
child.  
 
sincerely, 
 
Brent and Tamara McKendrick 
tapm@cox.net 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am a parent at Mesquite Elementary with a 6th grader that plays the violin and I haven’t been happy this 
year with the music program. We are using a pilot program that does not seem to benefit our students.  
 
Last year, our strings had four “High/Low” days and a “Full String” day. On the two High Days all the 
violins would practice together and on the two Low Day the violas and cellos would practice. This really 
helped the kids learn their individual instruments. Then on the Full Days the kids all worked together. 
They no longer get the “High/Low” days. I don’t think they are learning at the rate they should be. From 
what I understand, many kids do not even want to continue next year and the few that do will be very 
behind next to kids from other schools. 
 
I do understand (and do not like) that cut backs have caused this problem. What I don’t understand is that 
even though we have all these cut backs, our band seems to get “special” treatment. I really would like to 
understand why our band gets “morning band”? They get to come in early most days and have band 
practice, before school, with a teacher. Why do we not have “morning stings” practice? I am sure there 
are many who would do this. It was not even offered. If a school program is going to have cut backs, 
those cut backs need to be done evenly.   
 
A Concerned Parent 
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Dear Lee,  
  
I’m Ilene Whipple and I just wanted to say THANK YOU!!!! My son was involved in the Choir and 
Strings Festival this past week at Highland High.  They were FABULOUS!! In fact my mother called my 
sister in Utah and said, “you have to move your kids here this music program is fantastic.  There are not 
enough words of praise I could give you to let you know what a great opportunity you are giving these 
kids and quality, WOW!!  
  
Thank you thank you!!!  
Ilene Whipple 



 
Gilbert Music Matters – Elementary Instrumental Music – February 2010 – Page 46 of 69 

Dear School Board Members, 
 
As a parent of children attending Highland Park Elementary, I continue to be concerned with the district-
wide proposal to reduce elementary music education to accommodate scheduling issues. Music 
education is extremely important to me as a parent and I encourage the board to continue to look 
for a resolution that does not unfairly impact music over other subjects. 
 
As I look back on my education (I am a proud product of Gilbert Public Schools), the first experiences 
that come to mind always revolve around my music classes. My own musical education opportunities 
gave me a lifelong love for quality music and helped me find success in other critical subjects such as 
math, science and literature. I was a better student in college and graduate school because of music and I 
am a better person now because of music. I want that same solid foundation for my elementary school 
children who are now at such an impressionable age. I know it will forever change their lives for the 
better! 
 
I support the efforts of GAME/GMM and hope you will work with all interested parties to find a 
way to protect music as an important segment of our children's education. 
 
With respect and gratitude for your service, 
 
Ben Cooper  
3660 E Page Ave 
Gilbert, AZ 85234 
Gilbert High School, Class of 1989 
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Dear School Board, 
 
I not only live in Gilbert, and have grandchildren in the Highland Park elementary school taking part in 
the music program there, but also have worked at 4 different 55+ communities as an Entertainment 
Coordinator (and now as an Activities Director) over the past 10 years and have had the Highland High 
School Orchestra perform every year to sold-out audiences... not just because they're kids, but because of 
their professionality. I personally know many families who have moved specifically to the Gilbert school 
district BECAUSE of your amazing music program throughout the district. You are well known for this. 
On the elementary level, the music teachers prepare the students for the extraordinary program they will 
be experiencing in the upper grades. Why would you want to downsize your program in any way from the 
level you have masterfully achieved? Please know that all Activities Directors throughout the east valley 
KNOW about the music program you have provided in the past and would hope you will continue to 
provide in the future, not only for our enjoyment but for the children individually.  Our residents not only 
support the shows students perform in our resorts, but also come to the shows the Gilbert music students 
do at the schools themselves.  
 
  
 
Please consider the ramifications of downsizing, in any way, the music program. Also how it would dilute 
the education of these youth. I feel it would be a tragedy.  
 
  
 
Sincerely, 
Sheri Whiting 
Activities Director 
Sun Life Vacation Resort 
Cal-Am Resorts 
480-299-4176 
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To whom it may concern: 
 
I grew up in Gilbert, and attended Patterson Elementary, Gilbert Jr. High, and Gilbert High School (Class 
of 1991).  I was fortunate to be exposed to one of the great music programs in the state of Arizona.  
Gilbert schools have continued to produce some of the best musicians and groups in the state, and 
country.  Because of the opportunities I received in Gilbert Public Schools, coupled with the support of 
my parents, I was awarded a music scholarship in Trombone performance at Arizona State University.  In 
addition, I learned some of the great lessons in life through my study of music.   
 
Currently, my children are participating in the music programs at Highland Jr High and Carol Rae Ranch 
elementary.  I am grateful for the dedicated instructors my kids have.  I am thrilled with their progress and 
musicianship.  I am gravely concerned about any proposed budget cuts to the music program that would 
hinder their development and opportunities in this critical area.   
 
I would hope that you would strongly reconsider your proposal.  Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Erik Huso 
 
480-813-1610 
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More History of Success and Achievement in Gilbert Music 
 
 

Highland High School Performance and Awards History 
 
This is just a snapshot of just the band program at just one High School over several years. This illustrates 
the amount activity and success in our music programs. 
 
Group Year Type of Award Name of Festival Rating/Ranking 
Concert Band I 2007 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Concert Band II 2007 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Symphonic Band 2007 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Wind Ensemble 2007 Rated Performance  ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Wind Ensemble 2007 Rated Performance Southern CA School Band & Orchestra 

Association  
Superior w/Dist. 

Jazz Band I 2007 Rated Performance Area Jazz Festival Excellent 
Jazz Band II 2007 Rated Performance Area Jazz Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Jazz Band II 2007 Rated Performance NAU Jazz Festival Superior 
Winter Guard 2007 Rated Performance Casa Grande Winter Invitational 2nd Place 
Winter Drumline 2007 Rated Performance Casa Grande Winter Invitational 1st Place 
Winter Drumline 2007 Rated Performance Mesquite HS Show 1st Place 
Symphonic Band 2007 Rated Performance CGCC Concert Festival Cert. Of Ach. 
Winter Guard 2007 Rated Performance Mountain Ridge WG Compitition 2nd Place 
Winter Guard 2007 Rated Performance WGAZ Millennium HS WG/WD Show Cert. Of Ach. 
Winter Drumline 2007 Rated Performance WGAZ Millennium HS WG/WD Show Cert. Of Ach. 
Winter Guard 2007 Rated Performance WGAZ State Scholastic Open Runners Up 
Winter Drumline 2007 Rated Performance  WGAZ State Scholastic Open 1st Place 
Jazz Band II 2006 Rated Performance Deer Valley Jazz Festival Superior 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Musical Performance Gilbert HS Marching Invitational High 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: General Effect Gilbert HS Marching Invitational High 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Gilbert Marching Invitational 1st Place 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Gilbert Marching Invitational Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Auxiliary Lester Oaks Memorial Field Tournament 2nd Place 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Lester Oaks Memorial Field Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Percustion Lester Oaks Memorial Field Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Visual Performance Lester Oaks Memorial Field Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: General Effect Lester Oaks Memorial Field Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Visual Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Percussion Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2006 Caption: Musical Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Mission Viejo 5A 1st Place 
Winter Drumline 2006 Ranked Performance in Concert Open Gilbert Regional MHS Percussion Scholastic 1st 
Winter Guard 2006 Ranked Performance in ?? 8th Annual GHS WG Festival 1st 
Winter Guard 2006 Ranked Performance in ?? Corona Del Sol WG Festival 4th 
Wind Ensemble 2006 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Symphonic Band 2006 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Concert Band II 2006 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Concert Band I 2006 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Gilbert HS Marching Invitational Hatler Cup 
Winter Drumline 2006 Rated Performance WGAZ State Scholastic Open 1st Place 
Winter Drumline 2006 Rated Performance  MX Momentum Youth Arts Scholastic Open 1st Place 
Marching Band  2006 Rated Performance Gilbert Days Parade  1st Place 
Marching Percussion 2006 Rated Performance Westwood Warrior Classic 6th Place 
Winter Guard 2006 N/A WGAZ Gilbert Guard/ Drumline Show Cert. Of Participation 
Winter Drumline 2006 N/A WGAZ Gilbert Guard/ Drumline Show Cert. Of Participation 
Jazz Band II 2006 N/A Chander-Gilbert Community College Jazz 

Festival 
Cert. Of Ach. 

Jazz Band I 2006 N/A Phoenix College Jazz Celebration Cert. Of App. 
Winter Guard 2006 N/A Mountain Ridge WG Invitational Cert. Of Participation 
Winter Guard 2006 Rated Performance Mesqite HS Winter Guard Competition 3rd Place 
Jazz Band I 2006 N/A Chandler-Gilbert Community College Jazz 

Festival 
Cert. Of Ach. 

Jazz Band II 2006 N/A Phoenix College Jazz Celebration Cert. Of App. 
Marching Band  2005 Rated Performance Etiwanda High School's Annual Invitational 6A 1st Place 
Marching Band  2005 Caption: Auxiliary Etiwanda High School's Annual Invitational 6A 2nd Place 
Marching Band  2005 Caption: Percussion Etiwanda High School's Annual Invitational 6A 2nd Place 
Marching Band  2005 Rated Performance March the Ridge - Ironwood Ridge Invitational 

Div. 1 
1st Place 

Marching Band  2005 Caption: Visual Performance March the Ridge - Ironwood Ridge Invitational 
Div. 1 

Outstanding 

Marching Band  2005 Caption: Percussion March the Ridge - Ironwood Ridge Invitational 
Div. 1 

Outstanding 
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Marching Band  2005 Caption: Musical Performance March the Ridge - Ironwood Ridge Invitational 
Div. 1 

Outstanding 

Winter Guard 2005 Rated Performance 7th Annual GHS WG Festival-Scholastic 
Regional 

2nd Place 

Winter Guard 2005 Rated Performance Marcos De Niza WG Festival 1st Place 
Concert Band I 2005 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Symphonic Band 2005 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Wind Ensemble 2005 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Percussion 2005 Rated Performance AZPAS Fall Festival of Marching Percussion Superior 
Marching Percussion 2005 Caption: Front Ensemble AZPAS Fall Festival of Marching Percussion Outstanding 
Marching Percussion 2005 Caption: Snare Line AZPAS Fall Festival of Marching Percussion Outstanding 
Marching Band  2005 Caption: Musical Performance ASU Marching Festival  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2005 Caption: Percussion Performance ASU Marching Festival  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2005 Caption: Auxiliary ASU Marching Festival  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2005 Caption: Visual Performance ASU Marching Festival  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Musical Performance 4th Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Auxiliary 4th Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Visual Performance 4th Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Percussion 4th Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Rated Performance 4th Annual Gilbert Invitational Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Band  2004 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational 2nd Place 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Musical Performance Las Vegas Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  2004 N/A Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade Participation 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Auxiliary Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Visual Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Percussion Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Caption: Musical Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2004 Rated Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Superior 
Winter Guard 2004 Rated Performance MHS WG Festival Regional A 2nd Place 
Winter Guard 2004 Rated Performance WG Regional 1st Place 
Wind Ensemble 2004 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Symphonic Band 2004 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Concert Band I 2004 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Marching Band  2004 Rated Performance Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade Rollie Award 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Percussion 3rd Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Visual Performance 3rd Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Musical Performance 3rd Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Color Guard 3rd Annual Gilbert Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Rated Performance 3rd Annual Gilbert Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  2003 N/A Gilbert Days Parade Appreciation 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Visual Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Percussion Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Musical Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Auxiliary Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Outstanding 
Marching Band  2003 Rated Performance Marcos de Niza Comp. Marching performance Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Percussion Savanna HS Field Tournament  1st Place 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Auxiliary Savanna HS Field Tournament  2nd Place 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Visual Performance Savanna HS Field Tournament  High 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: General Effect Savanna HS Field Tournament  High 
Marching Band  2003 Caption: Musical Performance Savanna HS Field Tournament  High 
Marching Band  2003 Rated Performance Savanna HS Field Tournament  Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2003 Rated Performance Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands @ 

Ramona HS 
Sweepstakes 

Marching Band  2003 Caption: Color Guard Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands @ 
Ramona HS 4A,5A,6A 

2nd Place 

Marching Band  2003 Caption: Percussion Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands @ 
Ramona HS 4A,5A,6A 

Sweepstakes 

Marching Band  2003 Rated Performance Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands @ 
Ramona HS 6A 

1st Place 

Winter Guard 2003 Rated Performance GHS WGAZ Championships Regional A Superior 
Winter Guard 2003 Rated Performance Mesquite Invitational  Excellent 
Symphonic Winds 2003 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Wind Ensemble 2003 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Concert Band I 2003 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Drums/Guard??? 2002 WGAZ WGAZ Championships Regional A  
Jazz Band II 2002 Rated Performance ABODA Jazz Festival Excellent 
Jazz Band II 2002 Rated Performance NAU Jazz Festival Superior 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Visual Performance Chandler Marching Invitational  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Percussion Chandler Marching Invitational  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Musical Performance Chandler Marching Invitational  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Auxiliary Chandler Marching Invitational  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2002 Rated Performance Chandler Marching Invitational  Superior 
Marching Band  2002 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational 1st Place 
Marching Band  2002 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational 1st Place 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Musical Performance Las Vegas Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Visual Performance Las Vegas Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2002 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Percussion Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" 1st Place 
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Marching Band  2002 Caption: Visual Performance Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: General Effect Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2002 Caption: Auxiliary Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2002 Rated Performance Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Winter Guard 2002 Rated Performance GHS WG Festival- Regional A Class Excellent 
Winter Guard 2002 Rated Performance WG Regional A MHS  Good 
Wind Ensemble 2002 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Symphonic Winds 2002 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Band  2001 Rated Performance Chandler Marching Invitational  Excellent 
Marching Band  2001 Caption: Musical Performance Chandler Marching Invitational  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2001 Caption: Percussion Chandler Marching Invitational  Outstanding 
Marching Band  2001 Rated Performance Gilbert Marching Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  2001 Caption: Color Guard Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands 1st Place 
Marching Band  2001 Caption: Percussion Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands 1st Place 
Marching Band  2001 Caption: General Effect Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands High 
Marching Band  2001 Rated Performance Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance 32nd Annual Los Altos Field Show Tournament -

Open Div- 
3rd Place 

Marching Band  2000 Caption: Visual Performance Drums under the stars Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Musical Performance Drums under the stars Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Auxiliary Drums under the stars Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Percussion Drums under the stars Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Drum Majors Drums under the stars Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance Drums under the stars Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational 1st Place 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational 1st Place 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Musical Performance Las Vegas Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Visual Performance Las Vegas Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Caption: Percussion Las Vegas Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance Las Vegas Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance San Diego Heritage Festival Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance San Diego Heritage Festival Outstanding 
Marching Band  2000 Rated Performance San Francisco Music Festival Outstanding 
Symphonic Band 2000 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Excellent 
Symphonic Winds 2000 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior 
Wind Ensemble 2000 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Excellent 
Winter Guard 2000 Rated Performance MHS WG Festival Regional A 1st Place 
Wind Ensemble 2000 Rated Performance San Diego Heritage Festival 1st 
Concert Band 1999 Rated Performance Music In the Parks Disneyland AA 1st Place 
Concert Band 1999 Rated Performance Music In the Parks Disneyland AA 2nd Place 
Marching Band  1999 Rated Performance Fiesta Bowl National Band Championship 4th Place 
Marching Band  1999 Rated Performance Gilbert Days Parade 1st Place 
Marching Band  1999 Caption: Visual Performance NAU Festival Outstanding 
Marching Band  1999 Caption: Musical Performance NAU Festival Outstanding 
Marching Band  1999 Caption: Auxiliary NAU Festival Outstanding 
Marching Band  1999 Caption: Percussion NAU Festival Outstanding 
Marching Band  1999 Rated Performance NAU Festival Superior 
Marching Band  1999 Caption: Drum Majors Rising Star Invitational Field Tournament -Open 

Div-  
1st Place 

Marching Band  1999 Caption: Percussion Rising Star Invitational Field Tournament -Open 
Div-  

Sweepstakes 

Marching Band  1999 Caption: Musical Performance Rising Star Invitational Field Tournament -Open 
Div-  

Sweepstakes 

Symphonic Band 1999 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior 
Symphonic Winds 1999 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Excellent 
Wind Ensemble 1999 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Marching Band  1998 Rated Performance Gilbert Days Parade 1st Place 
Marching Band  1998 Rated Performance Palm Springs Field Show Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1998 Caption: General Effect Palm Springs Field Show Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1998 Caption: Auxiliary Rising Star Invitational Field Tournament -Open 

Div-  
4th Place 

Marching Band  1998 Caption: Color Guard Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands 4th Place 
Marching Band  1998 Caption: Visual Performance Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands High 
Marching Band  1998 Caption: General Effect Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands High 
Marching Band  1998 Caption: Musical Performance Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands High 
Marching Band  1998 Rated Performance Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1998 Caption: Percussion Southwest Regional Tournament of Bands  Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1998 Rated Performance U of A Band Day Superior 
Symphonic Band 1998 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Excellent 
Wind Ensemble 1998 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Wind Ensemble 1998 Rated Performance ABODA State Concert Festival Excellent 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Auxiliary Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Percussion Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Drum Majors Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Visual Performance Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Musical Performance Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Director's Award Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Rated Performance Gilbert Days Parade 1st Place 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Drum Majors Mira Mesa Invitational Field Tournament 1st Place 
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Marching Band  1997 Caption: Percussion Mira Mesa Invitational Field Tournament 1st Place 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Color Guard Mira Mesa Invitational Field Tournament 1st Place 
Marching Band  1997 Rated Performance Mira Mesa Invitational Field Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1997 Rated Performance Mira Mesa Invitational Field Tournament Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Auxiliary Norwest Bank East Valley Marching Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Caption: Drum Majors Norwest Bank East Valley Marching Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  1997 Rated Performance Norwest Bank East Valley Marching Invitational Superior 
Symphonic Band 1997 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior 
Wind Ensemble 1997 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior  
Symphonic Band 1997 Rated Performance ABODA State Concert Festival Excellent 
Wind Ensemble 1997 Rated Performance  ABODA State Concert Festival Excellent 
JV Marching Band 1996 Rated Performance Deer Valley HS Band Invitational Excellent 
Marching Band  1996 Rated Performance Deer Valley HS Band Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Musical Performance Deer Valley HS Band Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Auxiliary Deer Valley HS Band Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Percussion Deer Valley HS Band Invitational Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Rated Performance Deer Valley HS Band Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Percussion Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Auxiliary Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Drum Majors Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Musical Performance Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Visual Performance Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Director's Award Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Performance??? Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Superior 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Color Guard O.H.S. 22nd Annual Field Tournament Class 6A 3rd Place 
Marching Band  1996 Rated Performance O.H.S. 22nd Annual Field Tournament Class 6A 4th Place 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Percussion O.H.S. 22nd Annual Field Tournament Class 6A 5th Place 
Marching Band  1996 Rated Performance Southwest Regional Preview - Open Class 2nd Place 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Percussion Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" 1st Place 
Marching Band  1996 Caption: Musical Performance Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1996 Rated Performance Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Marching Band  1996 Rated Performance Temecula Valley HS "Golden Valley Classic" Sweepstakes 
Wind Ensemble 1996 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Winter Guard 1996 Rated Performance 1st Annual Highland WG Festival Cert. Of Ach. 
Wind Ensemble 1996 Rated Performance EAC Large Group Festival Superior 
Freshman Band 1996 Rated Performance Central AZ College Festival Superior 
Symphonic Band 1996 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Wind Ensemble 1996 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Marching Band  1995 Caption: Musical Performance Canyon Del Oro Band Spectacular Outstanding 
Marching Band  1995 N/A Gilbert Days Parade Participation 
Marching Band  1995 Caption: Color Guard Magnolia Field Tournament 5A 3rd Place 
Marching Band  1995 Rated Performance Magnolia Field Tournament 5A 3rd Place 
Marching Band  1995 Caption: Percussion Simi Valley HS Band Spectacular  1st Place 
Marching Band  1995 Rated Performance Simi Valley HS Band Spectacular  2nd Place 
Marching Band  1995 Caption: Color Guard Simi Valley HS Band Spectacular  3rd Place 
Marching Band  1995 Ranked Performance in 3A Song of the South March Invitational 3rd Place 
Symphonic Band 1995 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior 
Wind Ensemble 1995 Rated Performance San Diego Heritage Festival Gold 
Wind Ensemble 1995 Rated Performance San Diego Heritage Festival Outstanding 
Symphonic Band 1995 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Wind Ensemble 1995 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Superior 
Marching Band  1994 Rated Performance 10th Annual Star of Nevada Marching 

Invitational  
Superior 

Marching Band  1994 Caption: Color Guard Etiwanda High School's Annual Invitational 6A 1st Place 
Marching Band  1994 Rated Performance Etiwanda High School's Annual Invitational 6A 1st Place 
Marching Band  1994 Caption: General Effect Etiwanda High School's Annual Invitational 6A Artistry in Motion 
Marching Band  1994 Caption: Auxiliary Flowing Wells HS Outstanding 
Marching Band  1994 Caption: Percussion Flowing Wells HS Outstanding 
Marching Band  1994 Rated Performance Flowing Wells HS Superior 
Marching Band  1994 Caption: Performance??? Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Excellent 
Marching Band  1994 Caption: Director's Award Flowing Wells HS Show of Shows Outstanding 
Marching Band  1994 Rated Performance Rowland Rield Tournament Open Class 3rd Place 
Marching Band  1994 Rated Performance Rowland Rield Tournament Open Class 4th Place 
Marching Band  1994 Rated Performance Star of Nevada Invitational 4th Place 
Symphonic Band 1994 Rated Performance ABODA Concert Festival Superior w/Dist. 
Winter Guard 1994 Caption: Duet Performance Coronado CG Festival Outstanding 
Winter Guard 1994 Caption: Small Group Performance Coronado CG Festival Outstanding 
Symphonic Band 1994 Rated Performance ABODA Area Concert Festival Excellent 
Marching Band  1993 Rated Performance 9th Annual Star of Nevada Marching Invitational Superior 
Marching Band  1993 Caption: Color Guard Flowing Wells HS Outstanding 
Marching Band  1993 Rated Performance Flowing Wells HS Superior 
Marching Band  1993 N/A Gilbert Days Parade  Band Award 
Marching Band  1993 Rated Performance Star of Nevada Invitational 6th Place 

 



 
Gilbert Music Matters – Elementary Instrumental Music – February 2010 – Page 53 of 69 

Highland High School Orchestra History and Accomplishments 
 
1997 
-  One of three high school orchestras selected from across the United States to perform at    
   the prestigious Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, IL. 
 
2000 
- Clinic Orchestra for Arizona Music Educators Association (AMEA) 2000 State 
  Conference with Dr. Sandra Dackow, January, 2000. 
- 20 students selected to 2000 Arizona Central Region Orchestra February, 2000 
- 2 students selected to 2000 Arizona All State Orchestra, April 2000 
- Received "Gold Award" (Div. I), "Outstanding Instrumental Group", and 
 “Outstanding Instrumental Program” at San Diego Heritage Festival, April, 2000. 
 
2001 
- Reading Session Orchestra for 2001 AMEA State Conference, January, 2001. 
- 29 students selected to 2001 Arizona Central Region Orchestra, February, 2001 
- 6 students selected to 2001 Arizona All State Orchestra, April, 2001 
- Recorded for Kjos Publishing String Tracks XIV  
 (Mars Hill by Doris Gazda) - April, 2001. 
 
2002 
- Featured Performance at 2002 AMEA State Conference, January 2002. 
- 20 students selected to 2002 Arizona Central Region Orchestra, February, 2002 
- 4 students selected to 2002 Arizona All State Orchestra, April, 2002 
- Received "Gold Award" (Div. I),    “Adjudicator’s Award”,   "Outstanding 
 Instrumental Group", and   “Outstanding Instrumental Program” at Anaheim 
 Heritage Festival, April, 2002. 
 
- In March 2002, the Highland Symphony was rated “Superior with Distinction” at the ABODA 
Area Concert Festival – an award given to only 18 groups out of 150 statewide.  
- The Highland Symphony releases their first CD on November 1, 2002.  
- On December 1, 2002, the Highland Symphonic Strings make their debut at the world renowned 
Carnegie Hall in New York City to a sold out house and enthusiastic response from the audience.  They 
are the first high school orchestra from the State of Arizona, and the first music group from Gilbert to 
perform on this well known stage. 
 
2003 
- Clinic Orchestra for E. Daniel Long at AMEA State Conference, January, 2003 
- 23 students selected to 2003 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2003 
- 9 students selected to 2003 Arizona All State Orchestra, April 2003 
- The Highland Symphony releases their second CD, entitled Jubilee, on December 1, 2003. 
 
 
2004 
- 20 members of Symphony string section featured in concert with New York composer Daniel 
Roumain at Gammage Auditorium in Tempe. 
- 20 students selected to 2004 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2004 
- 7 students selected to 2004 Arizona All State Orchestra, April 2004 
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- The Highland Orchestras release their third CD, (the first one that features all four orchestras) on 
December 1, 2004 
 
2005 
  - 17 students selected to 2005 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2005 
- 4 students selected to 2005 Arizona All State Orchestra, April 2005 
- 2 students selected to perform with the 2005 National High School Honors Orchestra, sponsored 
by ASTA with NSOA, in Reno NV. 
- The Highland Orchestras release their fourth CD, Voyage, featuring all four orchestras on 
December 1, 2005 
 
2006 
  - 17 students selected to 2006 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2006 
- 3 students selected to 2006 Arizona All State Orchestra, April 2006 
- Highland Symphony receives the highest score of the festival (97.3) at the San Diego World of 
Music Festival, April, 2006.  Highland HS music department named Sweepstakes winner for the festival. 
- The Highland Orchestras release their fifth CD, An Evening at the Symphony, featuring all four 
orchestras on December 1, 2006. 
 
2007 
 - Highland Symphonic Strings give featured performance at 2007 AMEA State Conference, 
January 12, 2007. 
  - 17 students selected to 2007 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2007 
- 5 students selected to 2007 Arizona All State Orchestra, March, 2007 
- The Highland Orchestras release their sixth CD, Choreography,  
on September 1, 2007. 
- The Highland HS Symphonic Strings become the first performing group ever from Arizona to 
perform for a second time at the Midwest International Band & Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, IL. (This is 
the premier performance venue for high school bands and orchestras.)  Their Midwest concert includes 
the world premiere of the work Ghosts of Brandenburg, commissioned specifically for this performance 
by the nationally known composer Richard Meyer. 
 
2008 
   - 18 students selected to 2008 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2008 
- 8 students selected to 2008 Arizona All State Orchestra, March, 2008 
- 4 students selected to perform with the 2008 National High School Honors Orchestra, sponsored 
by ASTA, in Albuquerque, NM. 
- The 2008/2009 school year marks the addition of a fifth orchestra, Sinfonia, due to the tremendous 
growth in the size and scope of the Highland Orchestra Program. 
- The Highland Orchestras release their seventh CD, Ghosts of Midwest,  
  on December 1, 2008. 
 
 
2009 
   - 22 students selected to 2009 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2009 
- 5 students selected to 2009 Arizona All State Orchestra, March, 2009 
- The internationally known string group Barrage performs to a sold out auditorium in October, 
2009.  The Highland Symphonic Strings perform with them that evening.  The director and cast of 
Barrage state that they have not performed with a high school group of this talent level in years. 
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- Due to unprecedented demand, The Highland HS Orchestras perform their December holiday 
concert, Home for the Holidays, on two consecutive nights, performing to sold out crowds both nights. 
- The Highland Orchestras release their eighth CD, Suite Concertante, on December 1, 2009.  
  
 
2010 
- 21 students selected to 2010 Arizona Central Regional Orchestra, February, 2010. 
 
 
 
- The Highland Orchestra program has grown from 70 students in three orchestras  in the fall of 
1993 to over 270 students in five orchestras in the spring of 2010. 
  
-   The Highland Symphony has received Superior (Div. I) ratings at all festivals 
     entered since the school opened in 1993 – including Arizona Band & Orchestra  
     Directors Association (ABODA) Fall Orchestra Festivals, Area & State Concert 
 Festivals. 
 
- The Highland Sinfonia, Chamber Orchestra and Concert Orchestra (training ensembles for the 
Highland Symphony) have consistently received Superior (Div. I) ratings at all festivals entered since 
their inception. 
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Mesquite High School Band Program 
 
Ron André & Sean Dennison - Directors 
 
Mesquite High School is the third high school to open in the Gilbert Public School District. The 
philosophy of the band program at Mesquite High School is to give all band students a wide variety of 
musical experiences.  
 
The program is comprised of three concert bands that run year-round and a competitive marching band in 
the fall semester. In the spring semester, students have the opportunity to participate in two sections of 
jazz band and a full symphony orchestra. Mesquite also has a winterguard and 2 indoor drumlines that 
compete in the spring. Students are encouraged to participate in multiple ensembles whenever possible. 
Even in it’s early history, the Mesquite High School Band Program has established a strong tradition of 
excellence. 
 
 
1998-1999 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Superior Rating 
 Chandler Festival -  Excellent Rating 
 State Marching Festival -  Excellent Rating 
 
Concert Bands: 
 EAC Concert Festival -  Concert Band I, Superior Rating 
     Concert Band II, Excellent Rating 
 
Jazz Bands: 
 Mountainside Jazz Festival - Jazz Band I, Excellent Rating 
     Jazz Band II, Excellent Rating 
 
1999-2000 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Excellent Rating 
 Chandler Festival -  Excellent Rating 
 State Marching Festival -  Excellent Rating 
 
Concert Bands: 
 Area Concert Festival -  Symphonic Band, Superior w/Distinction Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Symphonic Band, Excellent Rating 
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Jazz Bands: 
 Mountainside Jazz Festival - Jazz Band I, Excellent Rating 
     Jazz Band II, Good Rating 
Winterguard: 
 Gilbert Invitational -  Superior Rating 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 Gilbert Invitational -  Superior Rating 
 
2000-2001 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 U of A Band Day -   Superior Rating 
 Marcos De Niza Festival -  Superior Rating 
     Music, Visual, Drum Majors, Drumline Caption Awards 
 Southwest Regional Tournament - Sweepstakes Winner 
     2nd Place Percussion, 3rd Place Colorguard 

State Marching Festival -  Excellent Rating 
 
Concert Bands: 
 Area Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior Rating 
     Symphonic Band, Excellent Rating 
     Concert Band, Excellent Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Excellent Rating 

Symphonic Band, Excellent Rating 
 
Jazz Bands: 
 Mountainside Jazz Festival - Jazz Band I, Excellent Rating 
      
Winterguard: 
 Gilbert Invitational -  Superior Rating 
 WGAZ Championships -  Excellent Rating 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 Gilbert Invitational -  Superior Rating 
 WGAZ Championships -  Excellent Rating 

 
2001-2002 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Superior Rating 
 Gilbert Festival -   Superior Rating 
     Drumline Caption Award 
 Marcos De Niza Festival -  Superior Rating 
     Music, Visual, Drum Majors, Caption Awards 

State Marching Festival -  Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Music, Visual, Drum Majors, Drumline, Guard Caption Awards 
Concert Bands: 
 Area Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Excellent Rating 
     Symphonic Band, Excellent Rating 
     Concert Band, Good Rating 
 World of Music Festival -  Wind Ensemble, 2nd Place 
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Jazz Bands: 
 Mountainside Jazz Festival - Jazz Band I, Excellent Rating 
      
Winterguards (Blue & Silver): 
 Gilbert Invitational -  Excellent Ratings 
 Coronado Invitational -  Superior Ratings 
 WGAZ Championships -  Superior Ratings 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 Sabino Invitational -  Good Rating 

Gilbert Invitational -  Excellent Rating 
 Coronado Invitational -  Excellent Rating 

WGAZ Championships -  Excellent Rating 
 
 
2002-2003 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Excellent Rating 
 Gilbert Festival -   Superior Rating 
     Guard Caption Award 
 Highland Festival -  Superior Rating 

Marcos De Niza Festival -  Superior Rating 
     Percussion, Drum Majors, Caption Awards 

State Marching Festival -  Excellent Rating 
     Music, Visual, Drum Majors, Drumline, Guard Caption Awards 
Concert Bands: 
 Area Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior Rating 
     Symphonic Band, Excellent Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Excellent Rating      
Winterguard:  

Deer Valley Invitational -  Good Rating 
MX Invitational -   Excellent Rating 

 WGASC Las Vegas -  2nd Place 
 WGAZ Championships -  Superior Rating 
 
Indoor Drumline: 

Deer Valley Invitational -  Good Rating 
MX Invitational -   Excellent Rating 

 WGI Las Vegas -   Finalist 
 WGAZ Championships -  Excellent Rating 
 
2003-2004 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Excellent Rating 
 U of A Band Day -  Excellent Rating 
 Highland Festival -  Superior Rating 

AZPAS -    Superior Rating  
Tenor Caption Award  

Las Vegas Invitational -  Finalist 
State Marching Festival -  Excellent Rating 

      
Concert Bands: 
 Area Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Excellent Rating 
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     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
       
Winterguard:  
 WGAZ Championships -  State Runner-Ups 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 WGAZ Championships -  Superior Rating 
 
2004-2005 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Excellent Rating 
 Highland Festival -  Superior Rating 

Goldwater Festival -  Excellent Rating 
NAU Band Day -   Superior Rating 
    Music, Visual, Drumline, Guard Caption Awards 
State Marching Festival -  Excellent Rating 
    Music, Visual, Drumline, Guard Caption Awards 

      
Concert Bands: 
 Area Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Excellent Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
       
Winterguard:  
 WGAZ Championships -  Scholastic A State Champions 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 WGAZ Championships -  Superior Rating 
     Recipient: Shawn Patrick Reidy Award 
 
2005-2006 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Superior Rating 
 AZPAS -    Superior Rating  

Snare, Tenor and Cymbal Caption Awards 
 Goldwater Festival -  Excellent Rating 

Drumline Caption Award 
 Peoria Festival -   Excellent Rating 
     Music, Marching, Guard, Drumline Caption Awards 
 State Marching Festival -  Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Music, Marching, Guard, Drumline Caption Awards 
 
Concert Bands: 
 AREA Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Excellent Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 WGAZ State Finals -  Scholastic A State Champions 
     Recipient: Shawn Patrick Reidy Award 
 
2006-2007 Accomplishments 
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Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Superior Rating 
 AZPAS -    Superior Rating  
 NAU Band Day -   Excellent Rating 

Music, Drumline Caption Awards 
 State Marching Festival -  Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Guard, Drumline Caption Awards 
 
Concert Bands: 
 AREA Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 
2007-2008 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Superior Rating 
 AZPAS -    Superior Rating  

Cymbal and Bass Drum Caption Awards 
 State Marching Festival -  Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Music, Marching, Guard, Drumline Caption Awards 
 
Concert Bands: 
 AREA Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 Heritage Festival -  Wind Ensemble, 2nd Place 
 
Winterguard:  
 WGAZ Championships -  Scholastic A State Champions 
 
Indoor Drumline: 
 WGAZ Championships -  Scholastic A State Champions 
 
 
2008-2009 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 ASU Band Day -    Superior Rating 
     Percussion Caption Award 
 AZPAS -    Superior Rating  

Snare, Cymbal and Bass Drum Caption Awards 
 State Marching Festival -  Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Music, Marching, Guard, Drumline and GE Caption Awards 
 
Concert Bands: 
 AMEA State Conference -  Wind Ensemble Special Performance 

AREA Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Excellent Rating 
 State Concert Festival -  Wind Ensemble, Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     Symphonic Winds, Superior Rating 
 
Winterguard:  
 WGI Phoenix -   3rd Place  

WGAZ Championships -  Scholastic A State Runner-ups 
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Indoor Drumline: 
 WGI Phoenix -   Finalist 
 
2009-2010 Accomplishments 
 
Marching Band: 
 AZPAS -    Superior Rating  

Tenor and Snare Caption Awards 
 NAU Band Day -   Superior w/Distinction Rating 
     GE, Marching, Guard Caption Awards 

State Marching Festival -  Superior w/Distinction Rating 
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MESQUITE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL:  
1993-94:   
2 individual ratings of Superior, 1 individual rating of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
2 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
8th Grade Band received Superior Rating @ State Contest 
 
GILBERT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL:  
1994-95:   
3 individual ratings of Superior, 4 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
2 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band received Unanimous Superior Rating At ABODA Jazz Festival 
8th Grade Band received Superior Rating @ ABODA State Contest 
 
1995-96:  
1 individual rating of Superior, 2 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band received Unanimous Superior Rating At ABODA Jazz Festival 
7th Grade Band received Excellent Rating @ State Contest 
8th Grade Band received Unanimous Superior Rating @ State Contest 
 
1996-97:  
4 individual ratings of Superior, 4 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band received Unanimous Superior Rating At ABODA Jazz Festival 
7th Grade Band received Excellent Rating @ State Contest 
8th Grade Band received Unanimous Superior Rating @ State Contest 
 
1997-98:  
8 individual ratings of Superior, 11 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band received Unanimous Superior Rating At ABODA Jazz Festival 
7th Grade Band received Superior Rating @ State Contest 
8th Grade Band received Unanimous Superior Rating @ State Contest 
 
HIGHLAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL:  
1998-99:   
17 individual ratings of Superior, 14 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band received Unanimous Superior Rating At ABODA Jazz Festival 
7th Grade Band received Superior Rating @ State Contest 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
1999-2000:  
23 individual ratings of Superior, 19 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band received Unanimous Superior Rating At ABODA Jazz Festival 
7th Grade Band received Superior Rating @ State Contest 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
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2000-01:  
30 individual ratings of Superior, 34 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
HHS Marching Band in Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade 
Jazz Band Invited to Phoenix College Jazz Invitational - Superior Rating 
2000-01:  
30 individual ratings of Superior, 34 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
HHS Marching Band in Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade 
Jazz Band Invited to Phoenix College Jazz Invitational - Superior Rating 
7th Grade Band#1 received Excellent Rating @ State Contest 
7th Grade Band #2 received Excellent Rating @ State Contest 
8th Grade Band received Unanimous Superior Rating @ State Contest 
 
2001-02:  
54 individual ratings of Superior, 33 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band invited to Phoenix College Jazz Invitational - Superior Rating 
8th Grade Band received Superior Rating @ State Contest 
 
2002-03:  
44 individual ratings of Superior, 22 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band invited to Phoenix College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
2003-04:  
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
Jazz Band invited to Phoenix College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
2004-05:  
HHS Marching Band in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade 
40 individual ratings of Superior, 21 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
7th Grade Jazz Band Created 
7th and 8th Grade Jazz Bands invited to Phx. College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
2005-06:  
39 individual ratings of Superior, 7 individual ratings of Excellent, 1 individual rating of Good @ State 
S/E Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
7th and 8th Grade Jazz Bands invited to Phx. College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
2006-07:  
34 individual ratings of Superior, 16 individual ratings of Excellent, 3 individual ratings of Good @ State 
S/E Festival 
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3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
7th and 8th Grade Jazz Bands invited to Phx. College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
2007-08:  
41 individual ratings of Superior, 14 individual ratings of Excellent, 4 individual ratings of Good @ State 
S/E Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
7th and 8th Grade Jazz Bands invited to Phx. College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
 
2008-09:  
23 individual ratings of Superior, 8 individual ratings of Excellent @ State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3 students selected to Arizona JH All-State Band 
7th and 8th Grade Jazz Bands invited to Phx. College Jazz Invitational 
8th Grade Band received Superior With Distinction Rating @ State Contest 
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HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR 
The Highland choir has 210 students currently enrolled 
The Highland ADVANCED VOCAL ENSEMBLE  has received Superior Ratings (DIVISION 1) at the 
NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival every year since 1993 
The Highland CONCERT CHOIR has received Superior Ratings (DIVISION 1) at the state festival every 
year since 1993 
 
1997 
8 students in the Central Regional Choir 
2 students in the All State Jazz Choir 
4 students in the All State Choir 
Superior rating at the Festival of Gold 
Released "Winter Solstice" CD 
Featured on Santa Barbara Music Press Promotional CD 
 
1998 
4 students selected to the AZ All State Jazz Choir 
13 students selected to the Central Regional Choir 
8 students selected to the Az. All State Choir 
Concert Choir selected to perform at the prestigious National Music Educators Convention March 2008  
Concert Choir selected to perform at the Az. Music Educators state Conference 
 
1999 
3 students selected to the All State Jazz Choir 
10 students selected to the Central Regional Choir 
3 students selected to the All State choir 
Superior Rating Heritage Festival  
 
2000 
Selected for National recording of acappella choirs 
8 students selected to Central Region Choir 
3 students selected to All State Jazz Choir 
3 students selected to All State Choir 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/ Madrigal Festival 
 
2001 
3 Students selected to the All State Jazz Choir 
10 students selected to the Central Regional Choir 
4 students selected to the All State Choir 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
 
2002 
5 students selected to the All State Jazz Choir 
10 students selected to the Central Regional Choir 
7 students selected to the All State Choir 
Received Gold Award (Division 1) and Choral Adjudicators Award for Outstanding Choral Group 
Heritage Festival, Anaheim 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
Advanced Women's Chorale selected to perform at the Az Music Educators Conference 
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2003 
4 students Selected to the All State Jazz Choir 
13 students selected to the Central Regional Choir 
10 students selected to the AZ All State Choir 
Concert Choir selected as in of 6 choir nationally to perform at Orchestra Hall, Chicago Illinois, National 
Heritage Festival April 2003 
Concert Choir selected to perform at the  State Music Educators Conference January 2003 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/ Madrigal Festival 
 
2004 
5 students selected to the Arizona All Sate Jazz Choir 
12 students selected to the Central Region Choir 
8 students selected to the AZ All State Choir 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/ Madrigal Festival 
 
2005  
2 students selected to the Az All State Jazz Choir 
9 students selected to the Central Region Choir 
5 students selected to the All State Choir 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
 
2006  
3 students selected to AZ. All State Jazz Choir 
16 students selected to the  Central Region Choir 
6 students selected to the AZ. All State Choir 
Superior Rating World of Music Festival San Diego CA. April  
HHS Music Department named Sweepstakes winner for the festival 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
 
2007 
4 students selected to Az All State Jazz Choir 
17 students selected to Central Region Choir 
5 students selected to the Az All State Choir 
Concert Choir one of 4 high School nationally selected to perform at Carnegie Hall 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
 
2008 
7 students selected to the AZ All State Jazz Choir 
14 students selected to the Central Region Choir 
8 students selected to the All State Choir  
Concert Choir Selected for demonstration choir for sight-reading clinic for the Az. Music Educators 
Conference 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
Superior Rating Heritage Festival Of Gold 
 
2009 
4 students selected to the Az. All State Jazz Choir 
17 students elected to eh Central Region Choir 
6 students selected to the All State Choir 
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Advanced Women's Chorale selected to perform at the AZ Music Educators Conference 
Concert Choir and Advanced Vocal Ensemble received Superior Rating at the Fame Festival, LA, CA. 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
 
2010 
3 students selected to the Az All State Jazz Choir 
13 students selected to the Central Region Choir 
Superior Rating NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival 
 
Rita Scholz 
Choral Music 
Highland High School 
813-005  ext 2752 
Rita_Scholz@gilbert.k12.az.us 
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Mesquite High Orchestra  
   
Strolling Strings- featured performance group at Disney festival of honor in Florida, on news channel 3 
featured performance group 3 times.  Performed for Governor Janet Napolitano Inauguration, performed 
for Grammy Award Winning Mark O'Connor reception, Performance at Arizona State Federal 
Courthouse, Performance at Biltmore for Phoenix Symphony Gala Ball Fundraiser.  Performance at 
AMEA state conference as session group performance. Actively performs around community and beyond 
for parties, receptions, and other special events.  
   
MHS Orchestras- Earned Excellent, Superior, and Superior with Distinction Awards at Fall Orchestra 
Festival, Area Concert Festival, and State Concert Festivals for last eleven years.  !st place awards at 
Music in the park and other festivals in California 1999-2007.  Symphonic Strings won 2nd place at NAU 
Blue Sky Orchestra Competition, won Grand Champion Performance group, !st place Symphony 
Orchestra, Overall Judges Favorite, and top performance group of festival at Heritage Festival of Gold in 
2008.  Selected and awarded Arizona Music Educators Association Honor Performance as String Group 
in 2009.  Selected and Awarded as a performance group at the National Band and Orchestra festival in 
Carnegie Hall, NYC this April.  Performance on Good Morning News Channel 3 last month promoting 
string group and district music programs.  One of highest producing number of Regional Honor orchestra 
participants in region and state, actively involved with ASU, NAU, and UNM school of music faculty as 
partnering with recruitment, retention, and clinics.  
  
Amber Dudley                         
Director of Orchestras 
Mesquite High School 
632-4750 x4714 
 
 
Superstition Springs Elementary  
Finley Farms Elementary  
Patterson Elementary 
 
2008 Scottsdale Concert Band Festival - FFE 6th Grade Band - Superior w/Distinction  
 
2006 (might have been 2005) Phoenix College Jazz Festival - SSE 6th Grade Jazz Band - Non-Graded 
Festival, one hour performance/clinic with nationally recognized jazz performer/educator, one hour 
sectional workshops, listened to advanced college and high school groups. We were the only elementary 
level group at the festival. We composed our own jazz tune in preparation and performed it there, all solos 
(many) were improvised. The clinician told us that while our technique might not be at the level of the 
high school and college groups they heard that day, our "concept of jazz and improvisation" was actually 
ahead of some of the groups. He told us that, because of the things that we were doing and the enthusiasm 
we had for it, we were his favorite group of the day. It was an extremely positive experience. 
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Additional Research on Music Education Merits 
 
There are extensive studies, policy statements, research, and quotes regarding the critical role of music 
and the arts in education. Additional material is provided on the pages that follow. You can also visit 
www.GilbertMusicMatters.com for updates, links, and further access. 




